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William Henry Harth, Jr. Funeral 

Columbia, SC 

April 6, 2018 
2LT William H. Harth, Jr was interred at Jackson National 

Cemetery on April 6, 2018 after being buried in unknown graves 

in Romania and Belgium until last year.  He was lost during 

“Tidal Wave,” the low level attack on the Ploesti oil fields.  As the 

bombadier on the Harm’s crew flying a B-24D known as “Hell’s 

Angels,” 2LT Harth’s remains were recovered by the Romanians 

but not identified until the use of new forensic tools specifically 

DNA analysis.  For a more comprehensive report, see the 

previous issue of the Ball of Fire Quarterly Express Vol 26, No. 1 

Spring 2018.   
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The funeral was held on a beautiful warm spring day with a bright blue sky 

overhead.  The hearse was met by an honor guard of motorcycle riders 

from the Patriot Guards.  The United States Army from nearby Fort 

Jackson provided an Honor Guard consisting of seven soldiers and a 

chaplain who conducted the service.  The flag draped casket was moved 

from the hearse to the front of the Committal Shelter for the service.  After 

the Chaplain’s remarks, a 21 gun salute was fired and Taps were played.  

The flag was folded by the Honor Guard and presented to the family.  

As the representative of the 93rd Bomb Group Association, 

John Marx, was honored to make some appropriate remarks 

and to present the Purple Heart engraved with 2LT Harth’s 

name as well as a new Bombadier’s Wings worn over the left 

pocket.  The family was led by two nieces who had their 

children and grandchildren present.  There was no one 

present who was alive when 2LT Harth was killed but they all 

knew his story.  After the service was concluded, the family 

gathered around to examine the 93rd Bomb Group’s tri-fold 

provided for the service.  This tri-fold was assembled by Joe 

and Phyllis Duran in honor of the “Hells Angels” crew for 

display in our memorabilia room at each reunion.  The family 

was impressed we had not forgotten their uncle or the other 

crew members.  Our Association presented a President’s 

letter signed by Jim Root and the Carroll Stewart book, “Ted’s 

Travelling Circus” in honor of 2LT William Harth’s sacrifice.  

Don Morrison prepared a summary of 2LT Harth’s eight 

missions in July 1943 for the family.  Because of Joe Duran’s 

collection of photos, the 93rd was able to provide the only pictures used by the government for the 

press releases and memorial service. 

The service was well attended by community members including representatives from the 93rd Air 

Ground Operations Wing–today’s successor organization to the 93rd Bomb Group from Moody AFB, 

Georgia.  Press coverage was provided by two Columbia, SC television stations.  The National 

Cemetery representatives did all they could to assist the family and make the funeral memorable.  

Our nation provided an exceptional tribute to 2LT Harth. 

The burial was not part of the memorial service and took place after the family departed.  After most 

people departed, John stopped at the Administration building where he saw the burial taking place.  

The photograph of the marker was taken shortly before the stone was placed.  By the end of the day, 

the stone was in place and grass planted covering the remains.  The cemetery is well maintained 

equaling or exceeding the standards at the Ardennes Military Cemetery where 2LT Harth was interred 

in an Unknown grave for 70+ years.  The final chapter for this 93rd hero is written: He is at rest near 

his home and honored by a grateful nation. 

 



 Page 3     www.93bg.com 

 

Table of Contents 
Second Lieutenant William W. Harth, Jr. Funeral…………….…………………………………………..…………………………1 
President’s Corner .................................................................................................................................................................. 4 
Solicting Volunteers………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………....5 
2018 Reunion Information and Upcoming Reunion Options….…………………..………………………..………….…………..6 
93rd BG Film Project Fundraiser………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..10 
An Interview of Bill Brown by his Grand Niece, Sara Brown     …………………………………………………………………..12 
Folded Wings ........................................................................................................................................................................ 16 
Greetings from the 93rd BG Historian (Request for information)  .......................................................................................... 20 
Newsletter Editor………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………20 
Walter J. Boyne Colonel, United States Air Force (Retired) October 19th Speaker……………………………………………21 
Hot Stuff Memorial Monument Project Update ..................................................................................................................... 22 
93rd BG Website………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………23 
Hardwick Documentary ......................................................................................................................................................... 23 
PX……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….24 
Membership........................................................................................................................................................................... 24 
93rd BG Ball of Fire Quarterly Express Subscription Form ................................................................................................... 25 

 

DIRECTORY 
2016 - 2018 OFFICERS 

President – JIM ROOT 

15359 Red Fox Walk, West Olive, MI 49460 

616-399-5990;  jamesdavidroot@aol.com 
 

Vice President (Reunion Coordinator) – JOHN MARX 

109 Clearview St., Beaver Falls, PA 15010 

412-327-1909;  109clearview@gmail.com 
 

Secretary - NICK TIMMER 

1341 Thornberry Ct. S.E. Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

231-652-2309; timmer@netpenny.net  
 

Treasurer – WALLY BROWN 

717 Pinebrook Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

757-376-9813; weddingshooter@verizon.net 
 

Membership – JEAN KOZNAREK 

2644 W. Park Blvd., Shaker Heights, OH 44120 

216-702-8430; jnkoz54@aol.com   

member93bg@aol.com   
 

Historian – DON MORRISON 

1375 West Comet Rd, Clinton, OH 44216 

Home 330-882-2536; Cell 330-415-2222 

doniac1967@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ball of Fire, Editor – DON MORRISON 

(See Historian) 
 

Technology Manager – MICHAEL SELLERS 

565 Carroll St. Apt #4, Brooklyn, NY 11215 

917-975-7162;  mtsellers@mac.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

VETERAN'S ADVISORY BOARD 
 

GEORGE MCLEAN 

 

Other Critical Roles 

Assistant Treasurer - NANCY GRIMES STRANGER 

783 N. Sedona Court, Grand Junction, CO 81506 

970-945-2883;  nancystranger@hotmail.com 
 

PX Manager – PETER ASCH 

979 South Ridge Ct., Traverse City, MI 49696 

231-933-8405 pcasch@charter.net 
 

Ball of Fire “Mailman”- GEORGE JUNG 

Distribution Support 

2420 Route 17 A, Goshen, NY  10924 

845-346-6551 bofmailman@gmail.com 
 
 

Reunion Committee 

PAM KAWASHIMA 
5698 Brookhurst Ct, San Jose, CA 95129 
408-666-9738 pkawashima@outlook.com 
 

JOE & PHYLLIS DURAN 

309 E. Santa Paula St., Santa Paula, CA 93060 

805-525-4681;  dogpatchraider@gmail.com 
 

FRED WIER 

16 Woodfield Rd., Wellesley, MA 02482 

781-235-0253; fredwier@verizon.net 
 

BILL SARGENT 

1458 Locust St., Denver, CO 80220 

303-945-5418;  joyridecp@msn.com 



 Page 4     www.93bg.com 

 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
 

Happy spring!   We are finalizing the programs, schedule, and education sessions for the October reunion in 
Washington DC, and it is shaping up to be another great one!   See additional information in this issue of the 
BOF.  Please consider attending and reserve the dates on your calendar!  It is a fabulous way to meet our 
veterans, family and friends, learn more about the life of the 93rd Bomb Group during World War II, as well as 
honor our 93rd heroes of the Greatest Generation! Our reunions are a vital strategy in ensuring we never forget 
their legacy. 
Our film, Hardwick Aerodrome 104, is in the final stages of production.  We need your help and support in 
donating any amount to our fundraising “matching program”!   See details later in the BOF. You have until June 
15, 2018 to take advantage to have your donation doubled, by the Office & key member matching fund pool.  
Please consider a donation  if you haven’t donated already, and if you have, THANK YOU!  All donors will be 
recognized in the credits of the film! 
Speaking of Hardwick, if you are not aware, we have a tremendous partnership with the Hardwick Museum.  
Home for the 93rd Bomb Group during the war, much of the original buildings and grounds are set up as a 
museum to preserve the legacy of the 93rd Bomb Group.  David Woodrow and family are owners of the 
properties, Paul Thrower is the Director/Curator of the Quonset Hut Museum buildings, and Colin Mann 
provides support for visitors, tours to the 2nd Air Division Library in Norwich, transportation, and liaison with the 
93rd BGA Officers.  We cannot express our gratitude enough, for the work they all do, the support they give, 
and the fabulous camaraderie we have with them. 
Paul has completed and catalogued the inventory of all of the memorabilia, photos, and 93rd items, either 
donated, purchased, or on loan.  Quite a task!   Much of the pieces are irreplaceable and priceless.   However, 
(1) item they do not have is an original, 93rd Bomb Group A2 leather bomber jacket!  Virtually all of the men 
working in the 93rd were issued a bomber jacket.  If you have one, know of one, or know of a veteran who 
would be willing to donate their jacket to the museum, please let us know!  It would be an amazing way to 
honor a veteran, with a long-lasting display, and veteran story at the Hardwick Museum! It would be preserved, 
secure, and be displayed with all of the other uniforms, and clothing worn at Hardwick. 
And finally, keep a check on our website, www.93bg.com, as there are regular updates there as well! 
Enjoy this issue of the Ball of Fire, and any suggestions or feedback is always welcome! 
 
 
See you in Washington D.C! 
 
Jim Root 
President, 93rd BGA 
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SOLICITING VOLUNTEERS!! 
 
The 93rd Bomb Group Association is non-profit, all volunteer organization.  Per our By-Laws our purpose is 
stated as follows:  
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 
The purpose of this organization shall be:  
1. To carry on the traditions and memories of the 93rd Bomb Group after the veterans of that war have 
deceased. The offspring of the generation which fought in World War II have expressed a keen interest in the 
93rd Bomb Group. They participate as full members with voting privileges in all activities of management, 
financial activities, planning and the holding of conventions and reunions. 
2. The 93rd Bomb Group will continue to advocate and to support an adequate, effective and efficient Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force at all times 
3. To perpetuate the friendships and memories of service together in the 93rd Bomb Group. 
4. To support the programs and efforts of the Memorial Trust of the 2ADA Memorial Library, located with the 
Norwich Central Library, England, the 93rd Bomb Group Museum at Hardwick, the Mighty Eighth Air Force 
Museum at Savannah, Georgia, and any like organization that exists to perpetuate the memory of those who 
served in WWII. 
 
We are always looking for any members who are interested in serving in a volunteer capacity, based on your 
professional experience.   So let us know if interested!  We have opportunities with the annual reunion 
planning, education committee, Officer positions, and other assistance. 
At this year’s reunion, we are required to nominate and elect our Officers.  After 6 years of superb help and 
support, Nick Timmer is retiring as our Secretary.  If anyone is interested in this position, and has some great 
writing skills, please let me know!  Thank you! 
 
Jim Root 
President, 93rd BGA  
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93rd Bomb Group Association Reunion 
October 18 - 22, 2018 

National Capital Region 
Herndon, Virginia 

 
Our 2018 Reunion takes place in the National Capital Region offering a wide range of exciting activities and a 
great opportunity to renew friendships.  We have selected the Hyatt Regency, Dulles located within two miles 
of the Dulles International Airport (IAD).  The hotel’s address is: 

Hyatt Regency Dulles 
2300 Dulles Corner Boulevard 

Herndon, VA 20171 
 

Located 8-10 minutes from Washington Dulles International, the hotel is conveniently located.  Enjoy door-to-

door service with complimentary airport shuttle. 

ACCOMMODATIONS:  316 guestrooms, including 6 suites/parlors, 259 kings/queens, 65 double/doubles, all 
with cozy sitting area; 26 allergy friendly suites featuring the latest hypoallergenic technology.  All 
accommodations offer:  free Wi-Fi available in guestrooms  

SERVICES & FACILITIES:  In-room dining; complimentary business center and support services; 
complimentary shuttle to/from airport–4:15 AM to 12:30 AM; assistive devices for persons with disabilities; 
ATM and Sundries Shop; safety-deposit boxes at front desk; laundry/dry cleaning; complimentary parking, 
parking for recreational vehicles. 

Our room rate is $124.00 plus tax of 12% per night ($138.88 inclusive) for Thursday – Sunday night.  The room 
rate includes breakfast for two.  Breakfast for additional guests is $10.00 per day.  For those who want to arrive 
early or remain afterwards, the hotel has extended the rate for three days prior and three days after the 
reunion.  

  
Attendees are responsible for making their own hotel reservations.  For Reservations, visit the Booking 
Website established for the 93rd at:  

https://aws.passkey.com/e/49490591 
or contact the Hyatt Central Reservations by phone at 1-404-592-6422.  Be sure to identify your affiliation with 
the 93rd Bomb Group.  If you have difficulty, please call or email the in-hotel contact: Alisa Corrales, at 1-703-
793-6872, email alisa.corrales@hyatt.com.   

Please make your reservations at the earliest opportunity! 
In addition to the hotel cost, a registration fee covers the cost of our lunches, evening meals, transportation, 
memorabilia room, and program activities.  A registration form will be included in the next BOFQE. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Optional Tour – Wednesday, Oct 17 
As a result of comments on our last draft schedule, an additional optional tour is added for those who are 
willing to arrive on Wednesday, Oct 17th.   A bus departs the hotel at 9 AM for downtown Washington DC.  The 
bus will stop at the Holocaust Museum and the National Air and Space Museum.  Lunch is on your own.  The 
bus returns in the afternoon early enough to avoid the rush hour.  An additional registration fee to cover the 
transportation costs is required.  The additional fee depends on the number of people who take part. 
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93
RD

 BOMB GROUP 2018 REUNION 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION (DRAFT) 
 

Day 1 – Thursday – October 18  
 
9AM – 3 PM   Transportation to Washington DC to Holocaust Museum/National Air & Space 

 Museum (Optional) 
Noon    Lunch on your own 
12:00 – 5 PM    Registration / Memorabilia Room Setup – Everyone is welcome! 
2 – 3:30 PM   Officers’ Meeting - Boardroom 
6 – 8 PM   Welcome Dinner & Attendee Introductions – Cirrus Ballroom 
8 – 9 PM   93rd BG Missing-in-Action Report – Cirrus Ballroom 
 

Day 2 – Friday – October 19 

 

7:30 – 9 AM   Breakfast - Hotel  
9:00 – 10:30 AM  Walter Boyne Presents – Cirrus Ballroom 
10:30 – 12:00 AM  Veterans’ Q&A – Cirrus Ballroom 
12:00 – 1:00 PM  Buffet Lunch – Cirrus Ballroom 
12:00 – 1:00 PM  Veterans Only Roundtable - Boardroom 
1:15 – 2:00 PM   Transportation to Arlington National Cemetery 
2:00 – 3:30 PM    2:30 - 93rd Bomb Group Living Memorial/ 

3:00 - Changing of the Guard, Tomb of the Unknowns 
3:15 - Wreath Laying, Tomb of the Unknowns  

3:30 – 5:30 PM   Air Force Memorial (stop) and Marine Corps Memorial (Iwo Jima) (drive by)  
5:30 – 6:00 PM   Transportation to Fort Myer  
6:00 – 8:00 PM   Dinner – Patton Hall – Abrams/Chaffee Room  
8:00 – 8:30 PM   Transportation to hotel 
 

Day 3 – Saturday – October 20 
7:30 – 9 AM   Breakfast – Hotel 
9:30 – 11:30 AM  Business Meeting – Cirrus Ballroom 
12:00 – 1:00 PM  Transportation to Washington, D.C. with Box Lunch enroute 
1:00 – 1:45 PM   WWII Memorial, group photo option 
1:45 – 2:30 PM   Lincoln, Vietnam Memorials 
2:30 – 2:45 PM   Transportation to Capitol- 
2:45 – 4:15 PM   Capitol Tour, group photo option 
4:15 – 5:00 PM   Transportation to Hyatt Regency 
6:30 – 7:45 PM   Memorial Dinner – Cirrus Ballroom 
8:00 – 9:30 PM   “Hardwick Aerodrome 104” – Cirrus Ballroom 
 

Day 4 – Sunday – October 21 
7:30 – 9 AM   Breakfast at Hotel 
8:30 – 9:30 AM   Religious Service (non-denominational) – Cirrus Ballroom 
10:00 – 11:30 AM  Educational Session #2 – Cirrus Ballroom 
11:45 – 12:00 AM  Transportation to Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center 
12:00 – 1:00 PM  Lunch – On your own 
12:00 – 3:45 PM  Visit Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center 
3:45 – 4:00 PM   Transportation to Hotel 
1 – 6 PM   Memorabilia Room 
6 – 8 PM   Dinner - Hotel 
8 PM - Closing   Memorabilia Room Pack-up – Everyone is welcome! 
 

Day 5 – Monday – October 22 
6 – 9 AM   Breakfast at Hotel 
 

Questions, comments and suggestions are welcome to this draft schedule. 
Please contact John Marx, 109clearview@gmail.com or 412-327-1909. 
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93RD BOMB GROUP REUNION EXTENSION 

OCTOBER 22 - 24, 2018 

ANTIETAM AND GETTYSBURG NATIONAL BATTLEFIELDS 

MARYLAND AND PENNSYLVANIA 
The additional excursion is designed to take advantage of 
the 2018 reunion to visit significant battlefields from the 
American Civil War.  Many reunion attendees live in the 
western United States and haven’t had opportunity to visit 
locations where critical events took place.  The Union 
victory at Antietam in September 1862 set the stage for 
President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and the 
eventual freedom to the slaves.  In July 1863, the Union 

forces turned back the Confederacy’s invasion of the 
north and the battle is known as the South’s high-water 
mark.  Every American needs to understand what 
happened and why the battles were so important.  In 
November 1863, President Lincoln made his 262-word 
address at the dedication of the Soldier’s National 
Cemetery now known as the Gettysburg National 
Cemetery.  
 
The extension requires attendees to commit to two additional nights at the Gettysburg 
Best Western hotel located across from the National Cemetery and on the battlefield.  
The Best Western is a family-owned and operated property providing comfortable 
accommodation, an ideal location and warm hospitality.  The hotel provides free full 
breakfasts in a third-floor dining room overlooking incredible battlefield views.   

 
A nightly rate of $85.00 plus 11% tax totaling $94.35 
is available.  Room reservations are being accepted 
now.  Contact the hotel at 717-334-1188.  Our group 
is the 93RDBOMB.  It is not too early to secure 
reservations now.  Make your reservations as soon 
as possible.  Mr. Nathan Mares is the hotel Point of 
Contact.  The address is 301 Steinwehr Avenue, 
Gettysburg, PA 17325. 

 
A registration fee is required to cover the costs of transportation and tours and a box 
lunch.  All other meals are on your own.  The registration form will be in the next Ball of 
Fire.  As of April, twenty people have expressed interest.  If interested in attending the 
extension, please contact John Marx at 412-327-1909 or 109clearview@gmail.com. 
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93
RD

 BOMB GROUP 2018 REUNION 

OPTIONAL CIVIL WAR ADD-ON 
 
Day 1 – Monday – October 22 
 
6 – 7:30 AM   Breakfast at Hotel 
7:30 AM   Depart Hotel (55 miles, 1 hour and 20 minutes) 
9:00 AM   Arrive Antietam National Battlefield Visitor’s Center 
9:30 AM   Visitor’s Center (26-minute film) 
10:00 AM   Battlefield Tour 
1:00 PM   Depart for Gettysburg (Box lunch enroute) (46 miles, 1 hour and 5 minutes) 
2:00 PM   Visitor’s Center 
2:30 PM   Film and Cyclorama 
3:30 PM   Museum of the Civil War 
4:30 PM   Depart for National Cemetery 
4:45 PM   National Cemetery/Site of the Gettysburg Address 
5:30 PM   Hotel Check In  
6:00 PM   Dinner (on your own) 
 
Day 2 – Tuesday – October 23 
 
6 – 8:30 AM   Breakfast at Hotel 
8:45 AM   Transportation departs Hotel 
9:00 AM   Battlefield Tour  
1:00 PM   Lunch (on your own) 
2:30 PM   Jennie Wade House 
3:00 PM   Gettysburg Downtown: 1863 Train Station, Churches, Homes, (2018 Shopping) 
4:30 PM   Return to Hotel 
5:00 PM   Dinner (on your own) 
 
Day 3 – Wednesday – October 24 
 
6 – 7:30 AM   Breakfast at Hotel 
8:00 AM   Depart Hotel for Dulles International Airport (76 miles, 1 ½ hours) 
9:30 AM   Dulles International Airport 
10:00 AM   Hyatt Regency Dulles 
 

Upcoming Reunion Opportunities 

2019 Hardwick, England:  We are looking at the idea of a trip back to Norwich and 
Hardwick in May of 2019.  Please let Don Morrison (phone 330-415-2222 or 
Doniac1967@sbcglobal.net) know if you are interested in this trip.   
 
2019 - Dearborn, MI:  At our annual Business Meeting in New Orleans, the attendees 
voted to visit the Dearborn, Michigan area.  Located near Detroit, MI and serviced by 
the Detroit International Airport (DTW).  Visits to the Yankee Air Museum in Ypsilanti to 
see how a B-24 was built and the significant contributions of “Rosie the Riveter.”  Other 
potential tours include an excursion to the Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village.  
Planning will begin soon.  Anticipate dates in October 2019. 
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Dear Members and Friends of the 93rd Bombardment Group,    April 2018 
 
The men and women of the 93rd Bombardment Group were WWII’s most decorated, most traveled, 
and most effective B-24 Bomber Group. The documentary film “Hardwick Aerodrome 104”, three 
years in the making, tells their stories, captures their spirit, and keeps their memory alive. 
 
This world-class documentary includes films shot during the war, interviews with veterans and family 
members, recent video taken at Hardwick, and stories of the daring missions of the 93rd.  Using state-
of-the-art film techniques, you will be able to see how Hardwick looked during and after the War.   
 
We need just $15,000 to realize the film’s full potential - bringing “Hardwick Aerodrome 104” not only 
to the 93rd Bombardment Group family, but also to the wider public including major networks and the 
internet. Doing this requires following legal protocol and performing proper due diligence. We need 
your dollars to fulfill this potential.  Here is how this additional money will be used: Legal fees 
($6,200), MPAA Ratings Review/License ($2,700), Screening ($1,000), DVD Creation ($1,000), 
Advertising and Additional Fees ($4,100)  
 
To encourage you to donate now, a dollar-for-dollar match is in effect until June 15. This special pool 
of matching funds will match the first $7,650 in donations received by June 15. This means that a 
$100 donation will be worth $200, a $250 donation becomes $500.  
 
Do not delay; take advantage of this matching offer. Here are four ways to donate: 

1. Go on-line to the website www.93bg.com  and click on Donate to the “Hardwick” film, 
2. Go on-line to the website www.hardwickfilm.com and click on the Donate tab, 
3. If you are a Facebook member, search for 93rd Bombardment Group and click on the “donate” 

link in the “Announcements” section. 
OR 

4. Mail a check payable to 93rd BG. Complete the attached “Hardwick Aerodrome 104” Donation 
Form and return the form with your check to the address shown on the form.  You can also 
download and print mail-in forms at www.93bg.com and www.hardwickfilm.com. 

 
Thank you for your generosity, 

 
Jim Root, President, 93rd Bombardment Group  
P.S. The stories of the men and women of the 93rd are still relevant. Their stories speak to each of us, 
and resonate within us still. Please make your donation now and help sustain their legacy.   
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“HARDWICK AERODROME 104” DONATION FORM 

 
If you are donating by check, please complete the information below and make your 
check payable to 93rd BG. 
 
Mail this form and your tax-deductible donation to: 
 
Pamela Kawashima, Fundraising Chairperson 
93rd Bombardment Group 
5698 Brookhurst Ct. 
San Jose, CA 95129 
 

 
Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email __________________________________ Phone _______________________ 
 
If you have additional people you wish to list for this donation please write them in 
below: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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AN INTERVIEW OF BILL BROWN 

BY HIS GRANDNIECE, SARA BROWN 
 
Sara: So I am talking to Bill Brown and the date is August 9th, 2014. And I 
wanted to ask you first, Bill, about growing up with your brother because I was 
pretty young when grandpa passed away. And I wanted to see if you had any 
stories from when you guys were kids.  
 
Bill: Not really 
 
Sara: Did you grow up in Omaha?  
 
Bill: Oh yea 
 
Sara: Did you guys ever get into trouble? 
 
 Bill: Certainly 
 
Sara: Anything you could tell me about? 
 
Bill: Oh, I don’t know. One time we went when we were children we went with 
our dad down to the dump to get rid of some stuff and we found an old rubber 

canon, a small one. And we took it home with us. And Walt and I got to fooling around with it and we put a firecracker in it. 
And then we stuffed wadding around it. And we set in on the railing on the front porch in front of the bay window and we lit 
it and the canon blew apart and part of it went through the bay window.  
 
Sara: How old were you when that happened? 
 
Bill: Oh probably eight or nine.  
 
Sara: And how old was Walt? 
 
Bill: A couple of years older.  
 
Sara: Do you have any strong memories about growing up in the depression, about what it was like for your family at that 
time? 
 
Bill: Well we ate a lot of soup and we were glad to have it to eat. And back then you could go to the grocery store with a 
$5 bill, come out of there with all the groceries you could carry, and with about $2.50 to $3 change. Now you can’t buy the 
sack for $5.  
 
Sara: Where did you live at that time? 
 
Bill: 20th and Ohio Street. It was a three bedroom house, two upstairs and one downstairs.  
 
Sara: And when did you join the military? 
 
Bill: After Pearl Harbor. July of ’42 I enlisted in the Air Corps and I passed the exams to train for pilot. And they sent me 
home and told me that they’d notify me when they have a place for me. So it was February of ’43 before they called me in. 
So, although I enlisted in July of ’42, I didn’t go until February of ’43.  
 
Sara: And what was training for that like? 
 
Bill: Pretty rough, a lot of hazing going on . . . upper class and lower class. But it was worth it.  
 
Sara: Was there something in particular that made you want to apply to be a pilot? 
 
Bill: Well yes, I didn’t want to be in the infantry because you’re down there slogging through the mud and all that stuff. 
And the Navy, I didn’t swim too good. So I figured I’d rather be up in the nice clean air.  
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Sara: And dad (Richard Brown) told me a story, told me that you told him, that when you got your plane, you got lost on 
the way to the U.K., is that right? 
 
Bill: No, I wasn’t actually lost. We knew where we were but England was lost. We weren’t really lost. We got on the radio 
and got a fix from the base and a heading to go and that was it.  
 
Sara: So you got a receipt for the first plane? 
 
Bill: Well when they issued me this airplane, this B24 down in Topeka, they made me sign for it. And they cost about a 
quarter of a million dollars, so when I got over to England, they took the plane away from me. I said you can have the 
plane but I want a receipt for it. And I still have the receipt at home.  
 
Sara: Did they normally give you a receipt for that or was that the first time? 
 
Bill: I don’t know, but I was getting one. (laughter) 
 
Sara: Did they give you a new plane then? 
 
Bill: No they gave me an old one.  
 
Sara: They gave you an old plane.  
 
Bill: They took the new one and gave me an old one.  
 
Sara: I see. Was it the same kind of plane? 
 
Bill: Yes, but it had been beat up a little.  
 
Sara: How was it beat up? 
 
Bill: Well it had been patched in places where anti-aircraft fire had gone through it. And they patched it up and things like 
that.  
 
Sara: I was looking through some of the papers that dad has and it said that your whole crew was pretty intact through the 
war, is that correct? That no one was injured? 
 
Bill: There wasn’t a Purple Heart on my crew.  
 
Sara: Can you tell me any stories about the men on your crew? 
 
Bill: Like who they slept with? (laughter) 
 
Sara: I don’t need names I don’t think, but I know your co-pilot had sort of an interesting story.  
 
Bill: Well we all finished up our thirty-five missions, and then we were ready to go back to the states and he had always 
wanted to be in fighters, not bombers, so he opted to stay and train in fighters and do fighter missions. But he didn’t quite 
make it. One of the groups was having a hundredth missions party and part of that party was two P51’s that flew upside 
down over the base. Well my co-pilot happened to be in the vicinity at the time and so he too flew over upside down. We 
don’t know for sure what happened, but evidently instead of pushing the stick forward to go up he pulled it back and went 
into the ground. And that was the finish of him. 
 
Sara: And what was his name? 
 
Bill: His name was Robert Young.  
 
Sara: And you’re friends with his nieces now, is that right.  
 
Bill: Right. 
 
Sara: Was there anyone else on the crew that you were close with? 
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Bill: Well not that we were close, but my radio operator attended these conventions that we’ve been attending for years 
and we spent time with him and his wife. He had a fall and hit his head and after that he seemed to fade away over a 
period of time.  
 
Sara: Is he passed away now? 
 
Bill: Yes, he passed away several years ago. I think I’m the last one alive of my crew. I don’t know about one of them, the 
tail gunner. After we ended our tour in England he never kept track of us or corresponded with us or anything and if you 
wrote him, he never answered so I don’t know if he’s alive or not.  
 
Sara: Did you try to keep in touch with most people after the war? 
 
Bill: We all kept in touch. 
 
Sara: Shorty was a member of your crew? I assume he was short.  
 
Bill: Yea. (laughter) His name was James Gallagher. 
 
Sara: So, the deal was you had to do thirty-five bombing runs and then you would be done?  
 
Bill: Yea 
 
Sara: Are there any of those bombing runs that were particularly scary or . . . ? 
 
Bill: About thirty-five of them.  
 
Sara: About thirty-five of them? 
 
Bill: Were scary. 
 
Sara: Were there any that particularly stand out? 
 
Bill: Some that were more memorial than others. Once at our airfield, about a mile off the end of the runway, was a big 
tall tree. And these B24s do not climb like a jet. This one mission we had a full gas load, a full bomb load, and not much 
wind to help in a takeoff. And we’re taking off right toward that tree. Well, we got over it but it was close. And we went on a 
mission and we got into some heavy anti-aircraft fire over the target and we got through over the target all right, dropped 
our bombs and got headed on back. And when we got back, our field was fogged in. We had to go 100 miles north and 
land at an English field. And when we got the plane parked and got out there was a small piece of tree in the landing gear 
and there was a hole in the bottom of the wing where a piece of flak had gone through the wing and out the top. There 
was a big hole on the top of the wing and the gas tanks are in the wing. Why it didn’t explode I’ll never know. But I’ll 
always remember that one.  
 
Sara: Did you feel it hitting the tree on takeoff at all? 
 
Bill: No, you got about sixty tons. You wouldn’t feel something like that.  
 
Sara: I think I remember you had a nickname for the planes.  
 
Bill: The whistling shithouse. (laughter) 
 
Sara: And it was cold in the planes.  
 
Bill: Well, if you call fifty or sixty below cold.  
 
Sara: I think I would. How did you deal with the cold? What did they give you to protect you from the cold? 
 
Bill: Well you had an electric suit and another fur lined suit on top of that and that’s pretty much it. Then there was this 
one time we took a mission and it was a fairly long one. And on the way back we were getting kind of low on fuel. When 
we got over England they told us you can’t land at the base. It’s heavy snow, we’re closed. Go on up north to an English 
base. But I radioed to our group leader I said I can’t go up north because I don’t have that much fuel. I’m going in. We got 
to the base and got in the landing pattern which you have a downwind leg and a base leg and then the landing leg. When 
I was almost to the runway I called in for landing instructions.  You can’t come in, he said, the weather’s too bad. And by 
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that time I hit the pavement and I said do you want me to take off again? He said no, as long as you’re down come on in. 
So that was another time. When we were training in Texas if there was a couple of clouds in the sky they didn’t let you go 
up. This one morning they woke us for a mission and when I got outside it was fog. You couldn’t see your hand in front of 
your face. I thought that we’re not going anywhere today. So, we went over and had breakfast. They still hadn’t called it 
off. We went to briefing. They still hadn’t called it off. They put us on trucks and took us over to the plane. They still hadn’t 
called it off. So, the first thing I know, we’re taxiing out for takeoff in pea soup. And the tower was alongside the runway, 
about the middle of the runway. And they had a radio jeep on each end of the runway. And you would get on the runway, 
line up down the middle, as best as you could see. And we had a radio compass. You set that on zero and keep it on zero 
going down the runway. And the copilot looked out the window at the side of the runway and the radio jeep on the takeoff 
end would say go, and you’d go. You’d get past the tower and the tower would say, he passed the tower. Then you get to 
the takeoff end. You’re up in the air by then, and the radio jeep down there says he made it. Then the next one. And I kept 
thinking about back in Texas you didn’t fly if there was a couple clouds in the sky.  
 
Sara: Dad was also telling me a story about how you were given an orphan at Christmas time. 
 
Bill: Oh yea, I forgot about that. Ten days over Christmas we were on rest and recuperation leave. We went down to this 
real fancy schmancy English manor and just did whatever we wanted to do. It was over Christmas. But one of the things 
that we did there was they had a skeet range there. And we sure wasted a lot of shells shooting at the clay pigeons. But 
anyhow they had a Christmas party and brought in a bunch of English children and they gave one to each officer that was 
there. That’s the one that your dad was talking about. He ate too much candy. He got sick.  
 
Sara: How old was this orphan? 
 
Bill: Probably six or seven.  
 
Sara: So real young? 
 
Bill: Yea. 
 
Sara: That’s unbelievable. So how long it total were you in combat then? 
 
Bill: February of ’43 till November of ’45.  
 
Sara: And what was the end of the war like for you? 
 
Bill: I was in Tennessee when the war ended. What was the name of that town, now. I can’t think of it but it was close to 
Nashville. And when the war ended I and another guy went into Nashville. They were really celebrating. They closed the 
liquor stores and we didn’t have any liquor. We were standing in front of a hotel which was where you had to go up steps 
to get in the thing watching the traffic which was almost at a standstill and the doors of the hotel opened and a couple of 
young ladies came out and they talked to us and we told them we hadn’t been able to get in to the liquor store and this 
one gal opened up her purse and says well look what I got. (laughter) She had a quart of booze in her purse. So we went 
with them. (laughter). That’s as much as I’m telling you. (More laughter) 
 
Sara: All right, I think that’s fair. Case closed. You know I have a question because your great, great grandnieces may 
listen to this. Is there any wisdom you’d want to share with them or anything you’d like to say to them? 
 
Bill: Keep your nose clean. (laughter) 
 
Sara: All right, that’s as good as it gets and as good a place as any to stop. Thank you, Bill, for sharing those stories. I 
appreciate it very much.  
 
Bill: You’re very welcome. 
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FOLDED WINGS 
Fernley G. Smith May 26, 1926 - February 19, 2018 
Fernley Smith passed away at his home near Ajijic, Mexico.  
Fernley was a Pilot in the 409th Squadron completing 18 missions 
from February to April 1945.  Fernley served the 93rd for many 
years as Association President and Veteran Advisor.  He served 
as President from October 2003 until October of 2008.  In 
accordance with his and the other veteran’s initiative, officer 
positions were turned over to second and third generation 
members after the October 2008 annual meeting.  Fernley 
stepped into the role of veteran advisor maintaining a keen 
interest in the organization’s success by providing advice and 
assistance as needed.  He was highly regarded by all and his 

judgement and vision were instrumental to moving the 93rd Bomb Group Association forward.  At our 2006 
Savannah Reunion, Fernley was inducted into the Veterans of Underage Military Service recognizing his 
entrance into military service at the age of 16.  Fernley was the youngest pilot in the 8th Air Force.  Fernley 
believed that the 2nd Air Division Association should follow the 93rd’s example and revise their organization to 
continue with 2nd and 3rd generation leadership.  To achieve that goal, he was a candidate for the position of 
Executive Vice President of the 2nd Air Division Association in July 2006.  Although he was not elected, his 
candidacy challenged the 2ADA leadership to consider his vision.  Fernley was not afraid to state his views 
and take on those who differed with him.  Always a gentleman, his leadership style 

was exceptionally effective and 
appreciated by all in the 93rd.  After 
his war service concluded, Fernley 
was first employed by the Primrose 
Hosiery Corporation, then as a 
Division Manager with TRW’s Jet 
and Ordinance Division and in 1974 
as the President of Centrex 
Corporation – a rubber recycling 
plant near Phoenix, AZ.  He also 
served as the President of the 
Rubber Recycling Division of the 

National Association of Recycling Industries.   He earned a Master’s degree in Marketing from Southern Illinois 
University.  His family moved from Illinois, to Missouri, Michigan, and Ohio.    Fernley enjoyed golf, travel, and 
cards.  Fernley is survived by his current wife of 15 years, Joannie, who resides in Ajejic, Mexico.  He was 
previously married to Fran Herschbach Smith: 1944 – 1976 -- the mother of Fernley’s two children.  His 2nd 
marriage was to Fran McGill Smith:  1977 – 2001. Fernley is survived by, and will forever be remembered by, 
his two children:  Barbara Mangels, of Arizona, and Richard Smith (Linda) of Maryland; two grandchildren:  
Dawn Jehorek (Jeff) & Garrett Smith (Jennifer).  He is lovingly remembered by his younger brother, Jon A. 
Smith, nieces & nephews, as well as, his extended family and friends.  Gifts to the 93rd Bomb Group 
Association in Fernley’s honor are welcome.   
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William F. Doerner age 94. Beloved husband 

of Josephine (nee Zuccaro); loving father of 

Barbara Pearson (Michael); dear brother of the 

late Bernice Dent (Allen), Evelyn Tucker, Bob 

Doerner (Olga), Ray Doerner (Jean). Mr. 

Doerner served during World War II as a tail 

gunner on a B-24 in the U.S. Army, 8th Air 

Force, 93rd Bomb Group. Recipient of two 

Distinguished Flying Crosses, as well as many 

other honors. Mass of Christian Burial at St. 

Barnabas Catholic Church. Interment Ohio Western Reserve National 

Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that contributions be made to 

the 93rd Bombardment Group Association, www.93bg.com. 

 

 

 

 
. Fred Shubeck was born November 25, 1918 on his family’s homestead farm in 
Centerville, SD. He went on to be with Jesus February 13, 2018 at the age of ninety-
nine years and three months. Fred attended country school, Centerville High School, 
and graduated from South Dakota State College in 1940. Following a science and 
vocational agriculture teaching job at DeSmet, he joined the Army Air Corps and was 
commissioned a second Lieutenant as a B-24 pilot. Fred’s first plane (which had the 
nose art of “Furioso the Bull”) crashed on a landing and the Army Air Corps were kind 
enough to give him and his fellow crew members a brand-new plane called “Mas 
Worry”.  After completing 33 combat missions, Fred received the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, a silver and three bronze Oakleaf Clusters. 
Following the service and while attending The University of Minnesota, he spotted the 
most beautiful woman he had ever seen at a café. At first getting the cold shoulder, 

Fred finally persisted, and Carol Sanstead became Carol Shubeck to which three children were born: Ruth, 
Mary, and Paul.  
Family life started in Brookings, SD, where he taught Soils and Research at SDSU and did his own farming 
after work. Later he became the manager of the Southeast Experimental Farm and retired as Professor 
Emeritus. Fred never stopped learning and attended each annual meeting at the experiment farm until age 98. 
Always willing to help on the family farm, he often said he wished his father could experience the amazing 
progress of modern agriculture. 
Faith being important, he and Carol prayed out loud each night. They were involved in Dalesburg Lutheran 
Church, always helping out and folk dancing at Midsommar Swedish Festival each year. 
Fred was preceded in death by his loving wife of 66 years and a daughter, Ruth. He is survived by daughter 
Mary (Don) Josko of Sioux Falls and son Paul (Carol) Shubeck of Centerville. Seven grandchildren: Conrad 
(Kelly) Josko of Beresford, Kristen (Matt) Mueller of Brookings, Christopher Josko of Des Moines, Mike 
(Kaitlyn) Shubeck of Rapid City, John (Megan) Shubeck of Centerville, Heidi (Jon) Gillam of Rapid City, and 
Katie (Josh) Clayton of Centerville. Sixteen great-grandchildren: Hannah, Emme, Max, and Juliet Josko; 
Carter, Zachary, and Wesley Mueller; Henry, Genevieve, and Josephine Shubeck; Emery, Eli, and Anna 
Shubeck; Lilly, Adelaide, and Lorelei Clayton. 
Funeral services were held Saturday, February 24, 2018 at Dalesburg Lutheran Church, rural Beresford. Burial 
with military honors followed at Riverview Cemetery in Centerville.  
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Robert Rocco Pisto March 13, 1921 - June 6, 2014 
Bob passed away peacefully at his home in Albuquerque, NM, with family at his side, 
on the 70th anniversary of D-Day. At age 93, we can simply say "natural causes."  
Bob was born in Cambria, Wyoming, the eldest of Tony and Grace Pisto's five 
children. He lived briefly in Sheridan before his family settled in Gebo, where he 
remained through high school. He attended Gebo High and later Hot Springs County 
High School in Thermopolis, graduating in 1939 as class Salutatorian. During the 
Great Depression, he served in the Civilian Conservation Corps, fighting coal fires 
and sending his earnings home to help his family. He attended the University of 
Wyoming for two years before joining the Army Air Corps as a Second Lieutenant. 
He piloted B-24 bombers for the remainder of World War II, flying missions over 
northern Germany and earning the EAME Air Medal with two campaign stars. He 

remained in the Air Force Reserve until 1970, retiring with the rank of Major. Bob completed his civil 
engineering degree after the war and married the love of his life, Margaret Elizabeth Laird, in December 1947. 
He was a lifetime member of Sigma XI and the Elks Club and was active in Rotary and other civic 
organizations. Bob and Margie had two children, Laird Anthony Pisto (wife Julie Bauer Pisto) of Gig Harbor, 
WA and Helen Denise Pisto, of Albuquerque, NM and two much loved grandchildren, Kirsten Marie Pisto of 
Ballard, WA and Anthony B. Pisto of Chehalis, WA.  
He is predeceased by his wife of nearly 50 years, Margaret, brother David Pisto, and sisters Mary Lou Harbicht 
and Helen Cabre. He is survived by his children, grandchildren and beloved brother Wayne Pisto, also of 
Albuquerque.  
Bob's sense of family included every Pisto in this country and Italy, as well as Margie's extensive clan of 
Lairds, Hayes and numerous kissing cousins. Bob was close to his mother-in-law, Viva Laird, her brothers 
Buster & Lourie Hayes and Margie's siblings, of whom Eloise Shaw (Worland, WY) is the sole survivor.  
Bob was a land surveyor and licensed civil engineer, working on transmission lines, power plants, dams, 
nuclear facilities and a variety of projects in the Western states, Alaska and Canada. Bob and Margie had 
homes (and lots of parties) in Casper, WY, Quesnel, BC, Salt Lake City, UT, Richland, WA and Idaho Falls, ID 
before retiring and moving to Albuquerque to concentrate on golfing and gardening. He made life-long friends 
in every town and on every project, notably those he designated "The Big Job."   Bob and Margie shared a joy 
for life and participated to the fullest. To watch them dance together was enthralling - and made you believe in 
forever love. They golfed for fun and with passion. Both won tournaments, shot several holes-in-one and were 
members of many country clubs, including Casper Country Club, Willow Creek Country Club, Idaho Falls 
Country Club, and Tanoan Country Club. They played golf throughout the US, Canada and Northern Europe. 
Bob golfed regularly through age 91 and thought it was sissy to use a cart. He listened to every Wyoming 
Cowboys broadcast except when attending games in Laramie. He eventually came to forgive his children for 
not choosing the University of Wyoming. Bob loved to drive the vast open stretches of the American West and 
could tell you to the minute the time it would take to drive between any two points - and the best places to stop 
for pie along the way. In his youth he spent entire summers roaming the Big Horn Mountains, fishing, hiking, 
camping and exploring. His love of the outdoors lasted his entire life. He passed his considerable drawing skills 
along to his granddaughter Kirsten, and his gardening skills to his grandson Tony. He was a friend and mentor 
to generations of kids, those in the family and those in the neighborhood. He had a great sense of humor, and 
was known to invest hours pulling off practical jokes on friends and family. Many have not fully recovered to 
this day.  
Remembrances may be made to the University of Wyoming Foundation, or any charity of your choice.  
 
 
Carson Roberts January 11, 1923 - October 18, 2015 
Carson Roberts, 92, of Nashville passed away October 18 in Nashville. He was born January 11, 1923 in 
Brown County, Indiana the son of Joseph and Francis (Harden) Roberts. They preceded him in death. 
Carson served in the US Army Air Corps during WWII in the European Theater of Operation. He was self-
employed over thirty years as the owner of Roberts Brothers Lumber Company in Nashville. He enjoyed 
working outdoors. He spent his entire life living in Camp Roberts in Brown County, Indiana. 
Carson is survived by his children, Jerel (Rachel) Roberts, Morgantown, Marsha Roberts, Nashville, 
grandchildren, Matt Roberts, Nashville and Camille Campbell, Zanesville, Ohio, three great grandchildren, 
Brady, Isaac, and Jada Roberts, and sister, Eva (Roberts) Barriger, Mooresville, IN. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife, Merilyn (Miller) Roberts in 1999 and eleven brothers and sisters. 
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Stanley Savinski (Savickis), 93, of Sheboygan, passed away on Thursday, August 3, 2017 at Sheboygan 
Health Services.  He was born December 16, 1923 in Sheboygan to Andrew and Margaret (Kudirka) Savickis.  
Stanley was the 1st to enlist from Sheboygan after Pearl Harbor, and proudly served with the 8th Branch of the 
US Air Force working with the secret G4.   
On February 20, 1943, he was united in marriage to the love of his life, Telatha Tarte in Valdosta, GA.  A true 
artist Stanley loved painting and drawing. Watercolor landscapes were his specialty.  In his later years, he 
continued to enjoy his art and enjoyed the adult coloring books.  Another favorite pastime was fishing off the 
south pier, but his family was his pride and joy and creating memories with them was what he loved doing 
most. He always enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Stanley is survived by his wife of 74 years Telatha, his daughters Gay Savinski and Diann (Dr. Oliver) Allen, by 
grandchildren; Carlton (Lynette) Hinz Jr., Christine (Ronald) Bogart, Curt Hinz, Rebecca (fiancé Kyle 
Viercinski) Allen, and Katie (Chris) Everett, by great-grandchildren; Lizzy (John) Burson, Joshua (Sarah) 
Ostermann, Cody Bogart, Andrea Bogart, Jacob (fiancée Kelley Muench) Hinz, Brooklyn Hinz, and Bree Hinz, 
by great-great-grandchildren; Elizabeth, Miah, Alexe, Natalie, Callen, Ava Lynn, and Forrest, by half-sisters 
and brother; Mary Reklaitis, Joe Reklaitis, and Ann (John) Zurheide.  He is further survived by many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.  He was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Margaret Dimois, his 
brothers Andrew and Paul Savinski, his half-sister Toni Wilke, and half-brother Bill Reklaitis, and by his 
grandson Johnny Josefsen Jr. 
A Graveside Service was held on Saturday, September 2, 2017 with Military Honors.  In lieu of flowers a 
memorial fund will be established in Stanley’s name. 

 
 
Jerry Stedman passed away on Thursday, March 29, 2018 
at the age of 93 after living in Jefferson Parish for 62 years. 
He was preceded in death by his beloved wife of 67 years, 
Janet M. Stedman. He is survived by his sons, Charles M. 
Stedman (Dianne), Peter M. Stedman (Robin) and his 
daughter, Jocelyn S. Pring (Jim). He is also survived by six 
wonderful grandchildren and three amazing great-
grandchildren. Jerry was born in Springfield, Massachusetts 
and attended Norwich Military College. He graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania School of Finance and was a 
graduate student in marketing at Harvard University. He was 
a combat Air Force Officer in World War II, having completed 

the aviation cadet program as a bombardier. In 1944 and 1945, as a member of the 93rd Bomb Group of the 
Second Air Division of the 8th Air Force in England, he flew seventeen missions over Germany in B-24 
Liberator Bomber. He flew most missions as Lead Crew Bombardier and was qualified as navigator, radar 
bombardier, pilot, radar instructor and B-29 radar observer. In 1965 he and his business partner, Richard A. 
Hoose, developed the Top of the Mart on the 33rd floor of the World Trade Center. They were also charter 
members of the Plimsoll Club and the 1984 Louisiana World Exposition. Jerry was heavily involved in the LA 
Restaurant Association, New Orleans Metropolitan Convention & Visitors Bureau, Louisiana State Department 
of Tourism, Hospitality Education & Networking Association, Tour Guide Association of Greater New Orleans, 
Preservation Resource Center and the National D-Day Museum. In 2002 he received the Hall of Fame Award 
from the Louisiana Restaurant Association. Visitation for family and friends were held at Garden of Memories 
Funeral Home, 4900 Airline Drive in Metairie on Thursday, April 5, 2018. A private interment followed in 
Garden of Memories Cemetery. The online guestbook is available is at www.gardenofmemoriesmetairie.com.  

 
 
 
 

They will be missed! 
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 GREETINGS FROM THE 93
RD

 BG HISTORIAN! 
 

I am looking for any information or family members on the following men: 
• Arthur M. Torrey, 330th BS  41-23678 radio operator KIA Oct 9, 1942 

• James W. Bennett, 409th BS  42-63969 KIA Dec 22, 1943 

 

  

This crew photo is from the Robert Sponga (Gunner) photo album and the following men have a 
connection with him: Floyd Langford (Pilot), Arthur LaMontagne (Pilot), Harold McDonald 
(Gunner), Alfred Valagene (Gunner), Harvey Bell (Radio Operator), Joseph Bodak (Engineer), 
Edward Cockey (Navigator), Richard Ruff (Bombardier), Laverne Calvin (Top gunner and RCM).  I 
would like to talk with anyone who has any recollection of these men. 

FREE Memorabilia cataloging and Research 
I am willing to scan any documents, records and photos of a 93rd BG veteran and return ALL of the 
original items (unharmed) along with CDs of all scans/jpeg images, along with any additional 
information I can add regarding names, plane serial #, artwork and places.  There is NO charge for 
this service!  I can also make extra CDs copies for family members.   I have done this for several 
veterans over the years.  My contact info is shown in the Officer Directory. 
 

Message from the Editor 
I am always looking for any articles about any event that involved the 93rd BG.  These can be short 
stories written by the veteran or family.  If it is interesting to you most likely it will be interesting to all 
of us too!  This is YOUR Ball of Fire Newsletter.  Please send any article submittals or Letters to the 
editor to my attention for inclusion in future Newsletters.   
 
Cheers,     
 
Don Morrison 
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WALTER J. BOYNE 

COLONEL, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE (RETIRED) 

OCTOBER 19
TH

 SPEAKER 

WALTER J. BOYNE is the former director of the National Air & Space Museum of the 

Smithsonian Institution. Boyne's books have made both the fiction and the nonfiction 

bestseller lists of The New York Times. His novels Roaring Thunder and Supersonic 

Thunder cover the first forty-four years of jet aviation.  He began writing articles on 
aviation subjects in 1962, and has since then completed more than 1,000 articles, forty-

four non-fiction books and eight novels.  A retired Air Force Colonel, Boyne was 
enshrined in the National Aviation Hall of Fame class of 2007 

Walter Boyne was the Director of the National Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian 

Institution from 1983 to 1986, and Acting Director from 1981 to 1983. He retired in 

August, 1986 to pursue a career as a novelist, nonfiction author and consultant. He is 

one of the few writers to have both fiction and nonfiction books on the New York Times Best Seller lists. An 
inventor, he has been awarded a patent on an advanced information retrieval system. He was previously 

chairman of the board of the National Aeronautics Association.  A career Air Force officer, Boyne entered the 

Aviation Cadet program in 1951, and won his wings and commission in 1952. He has flown over 5,000 hours in 

a score of different aircraft, from a Piper Cub to a B1B, and is a Command Pilot. Boyne retired as a Colonel on 
June 1, 1974 after 23 years of service.  In his early service, then Lieutenant Boyne was assigned to the 330th 

Bomb Squadron, 93rd Bomb Wing at Castle Air Force Base in central California where he flew the B-50 
Superfortress.  At that time, he met and befriended our very own Bud Winnett.  

When Boyne left the Air Force, he joined the 

Air and Space Museum as an assistant curator 

in June 1974, gaining wide experience in 

every aspect of museum operations. He was 
successively Curator of Aeronautics, Chief of 

Preservation and Restoration, Chief of Exhibits 

and Production, Assistant Director, Deputy 

Director, Acting Director and Director. Boyne's 
career at the Museum was highlighted by a 

number of extraordinary achievements. One of 

the first of these was to transform the totally 

inadequate facility then existing at Silver Hill 
into the world’s premier restoration facility.  In 

one of the most far-seeing moves, he 

negotiated directly with the Administrator of 

the FAA, and created the agreements that provided the land upon which the new extension of the Museum at 
Dulles. To ensure that the Smithsonian would act upon this concept, he arranged for the Space Shuttle 

Enterprise to be flown and stored there in 1985.  He is generally recognized to have made the Museum the 

most popular in the world while at the same time providing a very high level of educational content. In his 

capacity as Director, he served as pro bono consultant to dozens of museums 
in many different countries, a task he continued in a professional role after his 

retirement. He has acted as consultant for the Mighty Eighth Air Force 

Museum in Savannah, writing the complete exhibit scripts.  He is a member of 

almost all major aeronautical associations.  He has a BSBA with honors from 
the University of California at Berkeley, and an MBA, with honors, from the 

University of Pittsburgh. He was awarded an honorary Doctorate in Aerospace 

Sciences from Salem College, West Virginia in 1984.  
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Col Boyne was awarded the Cliff Henderson Trophy for lifetime achievement in aviation by the National 

Aviation Club, which recently also named him an “Elder Statesman of Aviation”. Previous winners include 

famous test pilots Scott Crossfield and Tony Levier.  Col Boyne was born in East St. Louis, IL in 1929 and 
currently lives in Silver Spring, MD with his wife, Terri.  He has four children and five grandchildren.  

We are honored to have Colonel Boyne join our reunion on Friday morning, October 19th in the Cirrus 
Ballroom.  He has graciously agreed to take part in the Veteran’s Q&A session and remain for the Buffet 
Lunch.  We look forward to meeting Colonel Boyne. 

 

HOT STUFF MEMORIAL MONUMENT PROJECT UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
After more than six years of fund raising and eight years of trying to get recognition the crew of Hot Stuff and 
those who died in the accident, the memorial monument honoring them will be dedicated on May 3, 2018! 
Planning for the dedication program has been in the works for almost a year and it’s very close to being 
completed. 
The monument unveiling ceremony will take place at 1:00 pm Iceland time followed by a memorial service at 
the Andrews Theater in Keflavik at 2:30 pm. A private banquet will take place that evening and it is sold out! 
Jim is hoping to arrange for a webcast of the memorial service. A special bulletin will be sent to everyone who 
receives the newsletter with details of how to view the service if it’s available on the Internet. 
More than 100 Americans will attend the ceremonies including more than 50 family members of Hot Stuff’s 
passengers and crew. People are also coming from Sweden and the United Kingdom. 
 

United States Air Force B-52 Stratofortress to fly during the Monument Dedication 

 
The United States Air Force will pay tribute to Lt. Gen. Frank M. Andrews and those who died in the accident 
and the crew of Hot Stuff for being the first heavy bomber in the 8th Air Force to complete 25 missions in World 
War II. The huge bomber will make a fly-by during the monument dedication ceremony. 
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93RD WEBSITE & FILM PROJECT 

 
93rd Bomb Group website update 
As of today, we have had 107,917 visitors to the 93rd website!  Some visitors to the site were tracked all the 
way from Amsterdam in the Netherlands!  The 93rd website homepage has gone through a bit of an update 
lately.  If you haven’t been on please click to www.93bg.com and see what’s posted. 
 
Back in December it was reported that the remains of William H. Harth Jr. were identified.  Harth was a 93rd 
bombardier on "Hell’s Angels” - he perished on the raid over Ploesti August 1, 1943.  A section on the 
homepage titled “Honoring A Fallen Hero” is posted. 
 
A new fundraising campaign has started for the grassroots documentary project “Hardwick Aerodrome 104”. 
This is the feature documentary the 93rd Bomb Group is making about the history of the group and the legacy 
that the 2nd and 3rd generations members are keeping alive.  We have a section on the homepage called 
“We’re Making A Movie” and it gives you all the information on how to donate and you can watch a one minute 
and thirty second promotional video starring our Presenter and Narrator - Michael Cudlitz - from the HBO mini-
series “Band of Brothers”. 
 
The "Featured Veteran" section has also been updated. 
 
 
Hardwick Aerodrome 104 documentary update 
I’ve moved on and started to edit the next major history section of the documentary!  It’s another exciting 
section of the film and I sure an exciting time for the 93rd during the war.  As the last history section took us 
through the events in Africa and ultimately the epic raid on the oil fields in Ploesti, Romania this next section 
will walk us through the groups involvement in “Big Week”, first missions to Berlin, D-Day and contributions to 
the daring Market Garden operation.  It’s a lot to cover but something that should not be skimmed over.  In the 
end, this documentary must fulfill the bylaws of the group and that is to use the resources of the current 93rd 
BG organization to educate future generations.  By linking this history of the war and telling the 93rd’s story - I 
see no better way to get the job done! 
 

I also took a trip to see fellow 93rd BG veteran John Lee and his wife Betty.  John 
and Betty were longtime supporters of the 93rd BG and the Second Air Division. 
They attended many reunions on both fronts!  I interviewed John at their home in 
Melbourne, FL.  It was a pleasant afternoon and enjoyed my time talking with 
John about some of the 93rd’s history.  He had some great thing to say about the 
current organization and I hope to include them in the film. (See Photos) 
 
If anyone has photos or films and wants to contribute to the documentary please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to myself or some else in the organization.  Feel free 
to email me at mtsellers@mac.com.  Also please visit the official website for the 
film at www.hardwickfilm.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You! 
 
Michael Sellers 
93rd BG Technology Manager 
Director/Producer “Hardwick Aerodrome 104” 
 



Page 24     www.93bg.com 

 

POST EXCHANGE (PX) 

 

 

 

 

PX CLOSED UNTIL MAY 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 
Since the 2017 93rd BGA Reunion in New Orleans, the Membership Committee has been very busy.  
In the Fall the Membership Renewal Drive began and we had wonderful results.  At the end of March, 
renewal reminders went out and our current membership total is 228.  However, on May 1, we will 
remove those non-veteran members who have not renewed since 2016 which will bring our number 
to 216.  We are urging anyone who has received a renewal notice to do so quickly either via mail or 
our website 93bg.com using Paypal. 
 
At the Members Meeting during the Reunion, we also made the commitment to move from the online 
records system, Donor Perfect, to a different one.  After research of many membership online 
systems, and various spreadsheet options, the Membership records were moved from Donor Perfect 
in March.  On April 1, 2018, we cancelled our contract and are no longer paying for a system that is 
cumbersome and expensive.  We will save approximately $500 per year. 
 
We are pleased to keep the bottom line in mind for our members. 
 
If you know anyone who is related to a 93rd BG veteran, or who is interested in maintaining the legacy 
or our heroes, please encourage them to join us.  We hope you will attend the reunion in Washington, 
D.C. where we will undoubtedly have a great and interesting time.  Thank you for all of your attention 
to the Membership requests. 
 

Jean Koznarek  
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93rd BGA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

  
Name_________________________                        ___                   _________ 

Address____________________________                                                _____      Year  2018   
 
City _________________________________ State __      ___Zip __________ 
 
Phone Number________________________ Email Address_________________________________ 
 
93rd BG Connection: (please circle appropriate)  Vet is/was-self, father, uncle, grandpa or  
                I am a Historian/friend. 
 

Name of 93rd veteran __    _____________________           _______________ Rank ________             _____                  ________                              
  
Squadron _____                    ________        Time period in Service: ___       _____ 19___           _ to____            ____ 19___   ____                
 
Airplane Name(s)_____________________  _____                              _____ Pilot(s) _________________________             _____ 
 

Crew Chief(s)_________                                            _________ Comments (list crew if known)___________________________             
 
_________________________________                                           ___________________________________________________ 

(use back side for more info) 

Annual Membership $25 $________ 
2 year discount rate (2018 & 2019)       $45 $________ 

Tax deductible Donation                             $________  (The 93rd is a 501(c)(3) 

        Organization) 

                                                                  TOTAL                $________  
 

___ Please MAIL newsletter      ___ Please E-MAIL newsletter 
 

_____Yes!  I would like to volunteer to help the 93rd BGA and my skill is: 
 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to: 93rd BOMB GROUP    
 (You may also pay by PayPal through the 93rd Bomb Group website, 93bg.com) 

 
Mail to: Jean Koznarek 
93rd Bomb Group Ass’n. 

2644 West Park Blvd. 
Shaker Hts., OH  44120   

 

KEEP OUR HISTORY ALIVE! 
 

Consider a membership for a friend or family member. 
(Make a copy of this form for additional memberships.  Thank You!)  

 
Please note, membership is on a calendar year. 


