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President’s Corner 
 
The 2013 Reunion is now a pleasant memory for all who attended.  Our 13

th
 separate reunion was held in the Hartford, 

CT Airport Sheraton.  Air travelers were able to be in the hotel within moments of landing.  There was no need to catch a 
shuttle or taxi.  Best of all, the Sheraton staff was very helpful and friendly attempting to accommodate our every need.  
Although this type of convenience is not often found, we will look for other locations with reasonably priced airport hotels.  
All attendees are encouraged to share your impressions.  A survey was sent to attendees and more than half have been 
returned.  The comments provide valuable insight as we plan future reunions.  Ten 93

rd
 veterans attended all or part of the 

reunion.  There were two veterans, Donald Berry and Peter Rembetsy who attended for the first time.  We were delighted 
to meet them.   
 
At our annual business meeting, members approved revisions to our By-Laws to remove the numerous references to the 
2ADA and adjust duties among the officer positions.  The newly approved October 2013 By-Laws and the annual meeting 
minutes are included elsewhere in this issue.  Through the generous contributions of our members, the funds were 
provided to install the Hardwick Museum security system.  Work is underway to provide state-of-the-art protection to the 
valuable collection of 93

rd
 memorabilia.  Our 2014 reunion is in Dayton, OH, and we voted to visit Omaha, NE in 2015. 

 
On a sad note, a former President of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group, Al Asch (2000-2003), of 

Brentwood, TN passed away at age 93 on December 8
th
.  Al was one of the first 93

rd
 

veterans I met when I became associated with the 93
rd

 twenty years ago.  He served as 
the President of the 2

nd
 Air Division Association and for many years as our Vice President 

to the 2ADA.  While on active duty in the Army and stationed in Virginia, I was honored to 
be present when the 93

rd
 dedicated a Living Memorial-an American Holly Tree-at 

Arlington National Cemetery on October 10, 1997.  Al represented the 93
rd

 with 
appropriate remarks and hosted a luncheon where we were able to share his vision and 
thoughts about the 93

rd
’s future.  He continued to meet at reunions until 2006 when Al 

was no longer able to travel.  Al’s son, Peter, attended this year’s reunion and gave a 
complete report on Al’s latest accomplishment.  His life story, The Whole Nine Yards, 
was completed and ready for distribution.  Ironically, my copy arrived on the day after his 
death.  Although I haven’t finished the book, yet, this is the story of a remarkable man 

and a great American leader.  As expected, Al finished his life well accomplishing his final goal and entering into eternal 
rest with a well done.  His excellent influence and leadership of the 93

rd
 will long be remembered. 

 
As we come to the conclusion of another year, our focus turns to the future.  New Years’ Resolutions are made, and we 
hope for a better year next year.  For the 93

rd
, I believe we need to engage our minds and hearts on navigating our future 

course.  We are well positioned to continue to educate future generations on the accomplishments of the 93
rd

 and the 
sacrifices made by an outstanding group of airmen during a difficult and horrible war.  As we watched the chaotic 
dissolution of the 2

nd
 Air Division Association last year, we recognize the dangers of drifting into the future without a clear 

plan on the way forward.  In the last several months we have been asked by other WW II veterans groups to consider 
combining our resources and holding joint reunions with separate programs for each group.  In Tucson, when we held the 
Ploesti Summit, members from other groups successfully joined us for a combined reunion.  With this precedent we are 
open to further exploring this possibility.  Our by-laws encourage us to consider combining with the Heritage League of the 
2

nd
 Air Division Association.  As a first step, I would like to hear what you think! 

 

 Do you believe we should combine with another group such as the Heritage League or another Bomb Group 
Association? 
 

 If so, when should we move to consolidation? 
 

 What are the important factors to consider when making the decision? 
 

 What steps should we take to preserve the 93
rd

’s identification and uniqueness? 
 
Please communicate your thoughts with me by email, letter or phone.  My contact information is 
109clearview@verizon.net, 109 Clearview St, Beaver Falls, PA 15010 or 724-843-3897.  For our veterans, this New Year 
marks 70 years from 1944 events.  I pray you will have a very Happy New Year and that 2014 will be your best year, yet.  
 
John Marx, President 
 
 

mailto:109clearview@verizon.net
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93RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS 
October 19, 2013 Revised 

 
ARTICLE I – NAME 
The name of this organization shall be “93

rd
 

Bombardment Group Association, short title: 93
rd

 Bomb 
Group. 
 
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 
The purpose of this organization shall be:  
 
1. To carry on the traditions and memories of the 93

rd
 

Bomb Group after the veterans of that war have 
deceased. The offspring of the generation which fought 
in World War II have expressed a keen interest in the 
93

rd
 Bomb Group. They participate as full members with 

voting privileges in all activities of management, financial 
activities, planning and the holding of conventions and 
reunions. 
 
2. The 93

rd
 Bomb Group will continue to advocate and to 

support an adequate, effective and efficient Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps and Air Force at all times 
 
3. To perpetuate the friendships and memories of 
service together in the 93

rd
 Bomb Group. 

 
4. To support the programs and efforts of the Memorial 
Trust of the 2ADA Memorial Library, located with the 
Norwich Central Library, England, the 93

rd
 Bomb Group 

Museum at Hardwick, the Mighty Eighth Air Force 
Museum at Savannah, Georgia, and any like 
organization that exists to perpetuate the memory of 
those who served in WWII. 
 
ARTICLE III – MEMBERS 
Eligible voting members shall be those men and women, 
military and civilian, American or British, who at any time 
served with the 93

rd
 Bomb Group during WWII. Further, 

the immediate family members of 93
rd

 Bomb Group, both 
men and women and lineage for that and subsequent 
generations shall be voting members with the payment 
of dues. Voting members shall be at least eighteen (18) 
years of age. 
 
A nonvoting associate membership shall be available to 
any friends or associates of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group, or to 

any individual who, by virtue of association with the 
organization demonstrates his interest in, and makes 
contributions of a literary, artistic, or historical nature to 
the perpetuation of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group. 

 
All applications for memberships shall be addressed to: 
Treasurer, 93

rd
 Bomb Group and must be accompanied 

by the annual dues. 
 
ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS 
1.  Officer’s term shall be for two (2) years from date of 
election at a duly called business meeting.  Officers may 
be elected to additional two year terms. 
2.  The elected officers are: 

 
a. PRESIDENT. Shall preside at all meetings of the 93

rd
 

Bomb Group and all Executive Committee meetings. 
1) Appoint committees as required. 
2) In the event of a vacancy in any elected office, the 
president shall fill the vacancy by appointment. Such 
appointee shall serve until the next regular election. 
 
b. VICE PRESIDENT. Shall support and assist the 
President in carrying out his/her duties and shall replace 
the President if he/she becomes unable to serve for any 
reason. 
 
c. SECRETARY. Shall keep the minutes of all regular 
and Executive Committee meetings and shall conduct 
the correspondence of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group and 

perform other duties as the President may require. 
 
d. TREASURER. Shall receive all moneys due the 93

rd
 

Bomb Group, including membership dues and fees, and 
shall deposit all such moneys in the 93

rd
 Bomb Group’s 

name in a bank of his/her convenience. 
1). shall, by check, disburse funds as needed for the 
routine operation of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group. One such 

disbursement shall be the Group’s news letter, The Ball 
of Fire Quarterly Express, and the postage costs for 
mailings of notices and like activity. 
2). No moneys may be expended in excess of $250.00 
for activities outside the normal operating expenditures 
without the approval of the Executive Committee. 
3). Shall, in concert with the BOF Editor, keep the 
membership list current. 
4). Shall make an annual financial report to the 
membership. 
5) Shall cause the preparation and timely filing of all 
required federal and state tax reports. 
 
e. ASSISTANT TREASURER. Shall assist the Treasurer 
in his/her duties and shall replace the Treasurer if he/she 
becomes incapable of performing the duties of the office 
for any reason until an election can be held to replace 
the Treasurer.  Also serves as back-up at the bank for 
the 93

rd
 Bomb Group Bank Account (s).  The Assistant 

Treasurer shall be a member in good standing selected 
by the Treasurer. 
 
f. BALL OF FIRE QUARTERLY EXPRESS EDITOR. 
Shall prepare, publish and distribute the Ball of Fire 
Quarterly Express in a prompt and timely manner. 
 
g. CONVENTION/REUNION COORDINATOR. Shall 
arrange for the scheduling, location, selection, 
convention programs and entertainment, hotel 
accommodations, bus transportation, entering into 
contracts for convention services and work with the 
Secretary/Treasurer for the collection of convention 
funds from the membership attending. 
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h. HISTORIAN. Shall maintain historical records of the 
93

rd
 Bomb Group and author special articles for 

publication in the BOFQE, the 93
rd

 Bomb Group Web 
Page and other appropriate media. 
1). Provides instructions to members for their storage of 
archival information and organizes archival information 
about the 93

rd
 Bomb Group for storage at an appropriate 

location.  
 
ARTICLE V – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
1. Shall consist of all officers named in the above two 
Articles. Any person holding more than one office of the 
93

rd
 Bomb Group is entitled to only one vote. 

 
2. Shall act on all matters it might properly find before it. 
 
3. Shall meet yearly or at the call of the President. The 
meetings should be held in connection with conventions 
to avoid unnecessary travel. A majority of one-half of the 
committee members shall constitute a quorum. 
 
4. Shall manage the operation of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group 

and oversee its financial affairs. 
 
5. Shall not have the power to commit the 93

rd
 Bomb 

Group beyond $2,000.00 for special items outside of 
normal operating requirements without the approval of 
the general membership. 
 
ARTICLE VI – SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
1. NOMINATING COMMITTEE. Shall nominate persons 
to fill officer vacancies caused by the expiration of term 
of office or vacated prior to expiration. 
a. Shall consist of three active members in good 
standing appointed by the President.  Every effort will be 
made to have at least one veteran serve. 
b. The chairman of the committee shall be appointed by 
the President. 
c. Nominee recommendations shall be made by the 
committee chairman to the Executive Committee for 
review and agreement before presenting them to the full 
membership for consideration. 
 
2. AUDIT COMMITTEE.  Shall, in coordination with the 
Treasurer, conduct a comprehensive review of the 93

rd
 

Bomb Group financial records.  
a. Shall consist of two members in good standing 
appointed by the President. 
b. The chairman of the committee shall be appointed by 
the President. 
c. Prepare a written report to be presented at the next 
general membership meeting. 
d. Audits are conducted every three years. 
 
3. CONVENTION/REUNION COMMITTEE.  
a. Shall assist the Convention/Reunion Coordinator in 
convention site selection and, as required, hotel 
selection, entertainment arrangements, bus 
transportation, costs and the collection of convention 
fees. 

b. Shall consist of three or more members in good 
standing appointed by the President 
c. The Convention/Reunion Coordinator shall be the 
chairman.  
 
ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS 
1. Annual 93

rd
 Bomb Group meetings shall be called with 

a minimum of 90 days notice to all members. Each 
member shall be entitled to one vote on any matter 
presented. 
 
2. ORDER OF BUSINESS for meetings with the 93

rd
 

Bomb Group President presiding. 
a. Call to order. 
b. Reading and approval of minutes of previous meeting. 
c. Communications, including major interfaces with other 
organizations and important news affecting the members 
of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group.  

d. Treasurer’s Report of membership and financial 
information including numbers of members and those 
lost and gained during the past year. 
e. Report of the BOFQE Editor. 
f. Report of the Convention/Reunion Coordinator. 
g. Report of any additional committees. 
h. Old business. 
i. New Business. 
j. Report of nominating committee and receiving 
nominations from the floor. 
k. Election of officers. 
l. Adjournment.  
 
ARTICLE VIII – PUBLICATIONS 
1. The 93

rd
 Bomb Group shall publish the “Ball of Fire 

Quarterly Express” as a means of keeping members 
informed of group activities and help in reuniting friends 
and crew mates. 
 
2. The Editor shall be independent and able to call on 
anyone for information and advice. He/she is answerable 
to the direction of the Executive Committee for: (a.) 
producing the Ball of Fire on a quarterly basis and (b.)  
controlling and properly disposing of material submitted 
for publication. 
 
ARTICLE IX - WEB PAGE 
1.  The 93

rd
 Bomb Group shall maintain a web page as 

an additional means to keep members informed of group 
activities and assist in providing information about the 
93

rd
 to anyone interested in learning more about the 

deeds and exploits of the men who served in the 93
rd

 
during WWII. 
 
2.  The Web Master is appointed by the Association 
Officers to maintain the web page, update the 
information therein, and continually seek ways to take 
advantage of new web technology. 
 a).Maintains and updates organizational and 
membership information on the 93

rd
 Bomb Group’s web 

site, making the information available to others over the 
internet. 
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ARTICLE X – DISSOLUTION 
1.  The 93

rd
 Bomb Group Association may be dissolved 

by a 2/3 majority of those members attending a duly 
constituted 93

rd
 Bomb Group general membership 

meeting. 
 
2.  If dissolved, remaining assets are to be distributed to 
an organization with a purpose consistent with those 
stated in Article II above. 
 
3.  Consideration is to be given to combining with the 
Heritage League of the 2nd Air Division Association.  
The members are not required to join the Heritage 

League if they judge the course of action to be contrary 
to the 93

rd
’s purpose. 

 
ARTICLE XI – AMENDING THE BYLAWS 
1. Bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 majority of those 
members attending a duly constituted 93

rd
 Bomb Group 

meeting. 
 
ARTICLE XII – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
1. Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, shall be the 
parliamentary authority for all matters of procedures not 
specifically covered by the By-Laws of the Association.

93rd Bombardment Group Annual Meeting 
October 19, 2013 - Hartford, CT 

 
President John Marx called the meeting to order and 
reviewed the agenda. 
 
The 2012 Annual Meeting minutes were moved and 
approved as submitted. 
 
John Marx reported that membership stands at 280 
which is a decline of 35 from 2012. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Jim Guddal 
Jim distributed and reviewed the annual financial report.  
It was moved and approved. 
 
The Group has donated $7500.00 to the Mighty Eighth 
Museum to help with sorting and cataloguing 93rd 
veterans’ papers and memorabilia.  
 
Current charitable projects are: the “Hot Stuff” memorial, 
a security system at Hardwick, and a proposed 
documentary on Hardwick. 
 
The PX has new tee shirts, is self-sustaining, and Bill 
Sargent will be the new manager. 
 
Pay Pal is working well and members are encouraged to 
use it. 
 
Audit Committee Report 
George McLean and Gerald Veteto reviewed the 
financial records of the Group and reported that all is 
well. 
 
“Ball of Fire” Report – JoAnne Sargent, Editor 
In the absence of JoAnne, John Marx read her report. 
She encouraged veterans to send her their personal 
stories and photos for inclusion in the “Ball of Fire.” 
 
Historian’s Report – Don Morrison 
Don monitors website questions and does his best to 
answer them.  He encouraged members to ask 
questions and give him time to do research if there is a 
deadline. 
 
Heritage League – John Marx 

The League is the successor to the 2ADA and is a 
501(C) (3) organization.  They will have a reunion in 
Norwich May 24-30, 2014.  
 
2013 Reunion Financial Report – Jim Root, 
Coordinator 
Jim announced that there are 59 full time reunion 
attendees and 8 part-time.  This includes 10 veterans. 
He estimates, pending final documents, that the balance 
for the 2013 reunion will be $1434.00.  This added to last 
year’s balance of $1510.00 gives a projected balance of 
$2944.00 in the reunion account. 
 
Old Business 
Jim Guddal commented on the 93rd archiving project at 
the Mighty 8th Museum. He distributed a copy of an 
email from Vivian Rogers-Price, the research director at 
the museum, offering her appreciation to the 93rd Group 
for our contribution. She stated that all the materials 
submitted by 93rd veterans have been catalogued and 
are ready for research. Jim encouraged vets who send 
their memorabilia to the museum to send a donation with 
it to help cover costs. 
 
Jim Lux and Nancy Stranger gave an update on the “Hot 
Stuff” project.  The goal is to raise $70,000.00 for the 
memorial in Iceland.  The dedication is planned for 
2018−the 75

th
 anniversary of the crash.  Jim is speaking 

around the country to various groups about “Hot Stuff” 
and General Andrews, and is planning a fund-raising golf 
tournament.  About $13,000.00 has already been raised 
from approximately 50 donors.  He reported that Scott 
Stewart is sending copies of “Ted’s Travelling Circus” to 
all who donate over $250.00.  
 
Don Morrison reported on the security system at 
Hardwick. He explained why it was necessary to install a 
commercial grade system to protect the site. It means 
that with the $2500.00 pledged by the 93rd and 
supplemented by additional donations, the project is 
about $1100.00 short of the estimated price of $6000.00.  
George McLean moved and Jean Koznarek supported a 
motion to seek the balance of the funds through 
donations. Motion approved.  (Note: Prior to 
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adjournment enough was pledged by the members 
present to cover the balance.) 
 
Don asked about scheduling the next Hardwick reunion. 
He requested that those who have an interest contact 
him with preferred dates.  He believes that going at the 
end of May would be best because of the memorial 
service at Madingley. 
 
New Business 
Peter Asch reported that his father, 93rd pilot Al Asch, 
has authored a book. It will be available on November 
11.  Our PX will have it. Al would like to hear from 
members of the 93rd association. 
 
President John Marx reviewed the proposed changes in 
the 93rd BG Association’s by-laws. Some of the changes 
had to do with removing references to the 2nd ADA 
which no longer exists. It was moved by Fernley Smith 
and seconded by Peter Asch to adopt the revised by-
laws of the 93

rd
 Bomb Group Association as amended. 

Motion passed – changes approved. (The revised By-
Laws are attached.) 
 
Michael Sellers introduced the concept of an educational 
video with the purpose of recording the 93rd’s 
experience at Hardwick. He suggested that we engage a 
consultant to help put together a request for a proposal 

that would be distributed among various vendors. The 
proposals from the vendors would give specifications 
and cost estimates for completing the project. He 
suggested that we form an exploratory team to develop 
a conceptual plan and to solicit professional help. Those 
who would like to serve on the team should contact one 
of the officers. It was moved and supported to authorize 
the Association to spend up to $2500.00 to proceed with 
the initial concept development. Motion passed.  
 
2014 Reunion and Beyond 
Reunion Coordinator Jim Root has already been working 
with officials in Dayton, OH. the site of our 2014 
Reunion. At this point there is nothing specific to report 
regarding a hotel or dates but they will be published in 
the BOF.  
 
John Marx suggested a number of potential sites for our 
2015 Reunion. Among the contenders were: Huntsville, 
AL; Dearborn, MI; Monterey, CA; Orlando, FL; New 
Orleans, LA; and Omaha, NB.  Omaha was selected as 
our 2015 site. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nick Timmer, Secretary 

 

Treasurer's Notes 
 
“Outstanding”, is the word that comes to mind to describe how reunion attendees responded to our call to raise a few 
bucks for the “security system” installation at Hardwick air base in England. (There are now three Quonset huts located 
there and the WWII artifacts they contain need protection.)  When we learned at the Reunion how much the project was 
going to cost, in addition to what had already been contributed by our general membership, the reunion attendees 
stepped up and happily provided an additional $2,600 to meet the challenge.   “Outstanding” and Thank you!!!!!! 
 
The Annual Financial Report is illustrated below. 
Respectfully submitted by Jim Guddal, Treasurer and Membership  

 

  
93rd Bombardment Group Association 

 

 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND FUND BALANCE 

10/8/2013 
       Cash Basis 
 

As of September 30, 2012 and 2013 
 

        

     
Sep 30,'12 Sep 30, '13 

ASSETS 
          Current Assets 

            Checking/ Savings 
              Center National Bank Cert. Dep. 

 
6,000 

 
0 

         Center National Bank Savings 
 

21,448 
 

22,508 

         Center National Bank Checking 
 

2,241 
 

6,003 

         Reunion Fund 
   

1,200 
 

1,510 

         PayPal Balance 
   

24 
 

0 

         Wells Fargo MM Savings 
  

0 
 

10,756 

      Total Checking/Savings 
  

30,913 
 

40,777 

                 Post Exchange Inventory (PX) 
 

1,481 
 

1,455 
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   Total Current Assets 
  

32,394 
 

42,232 

        LIABILITIES 
   

-248 
 

0 

TOTAL ASSETS & FUND BALANCE 
 

32,146 
 

42,232 

        

 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

10/8/2013 
       

Cash Basis 
  

October 2011 through September 2012 
 

   
October 2012 through September 2013 

 

     
2012 

 
2013 

  Receipts/Disbursements 
         Receipts 

            Donations ('13 Hot Stuff 12,651 + 93rd 2,505) 2,630 
 

15,156 

      Interest 
   

65 
 

62 

      Member Dues 
   

7,165 
 

5,265 

      Reunion Excess Proceeds  
  

3,376 
 

2,645 

      PX Sales & Books 
  

2,991 
 

2,806 

    Total Receipts 
   

16,227 
 

25,934 

            Disbursements 
            Bank Charges (Pay Pal) 

  
25 

 
23 

      Delivery & Postage 
  

482 
 

830 

      Newsletter Publishing 
  

3,066 
 

3,076 

      Membership & Office Svcs 
2010 & 
'11 2,600 

 
1,200 

      Website Maintenance 
  

377 
 

377 

      Data Base Software 
  

492 
 

492 

      Gift to Mighty 8th Museum  ( Archiving) 
 

2,000 
 

5,500 

      Dues, Licenses and Permits 
  

0 
 

618 

      Print - Book Pmts to Publishers 
 

606 
 

63 

      PX Purchases 
   

1,956 
 

840 

      Shipping: supplies & costs 
  

483 
 

411 

      Reunion Deposits & Petty Cash 
 

2,125 
 

250 

      Reunion Supplies 
   

723 
 

56 

      Hot Stuff Expense 
   

0 
 

1,995 

      D & O Insurance 
   

0 
 

250 

      Adjustments 
   

0 
 

-133 

    Total Disbursements 
  

14,935 
 

15,848 

          Net Receipts (Disbursements) 
  

1,292 
 

10,086 

        Statements are not audited or reviewed. 
     

Notes and Quotes 
 
A BOY, while dancing with a girl for the first time, said, “You’ll have to forgive me, but I only know two steps: the fox trot 
and the tango.”  “No kidding” she replied.  “Which is this?”  
 
A DINNER in a restaurant had been waiting a while for his meal.  Finally, the waiter returned and said, “Your fish will be 
coming in a minute or two, sir.”  “All right,“  the diner replied.  “Out of curiosity, what bait are you using?” 
 
A LAWYER wrote a note to one of his clients:  “Thought I saw you on the street the other day.  Crossed over to say hello, 
but it wasn’t you, so I went back.   One-tenth of an hour.  $25.” 
 
Reprinted from the American Legion magazine 
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New Members Roll Call 
 
Since the October 2013 reunion, seven new members have joined the 93

rd
 BG family.  We welcome the following:  (Vets 

are shown in bold) 
 

Greg Robertson son of Veteran Carl Robertson of the 409
th
.   Reddy Teddy’s pilot was Williams. 

 

Donna Blumenfeld daughter of Veteran Ray Eck. 
 

Richard Brown nephew of Veteran Bill Brown. 
 

Carol Gerard bio pending 
 

Wendy and Al Miller daughter of Veteran Eugene Hugh Boyle 
 

 
REMINDER: 
FOR 2014, all new memberships purchased for children and grandchildren of a living veteran is just $20. 
 
2014 Dues are due in January 2014.  If you know that your $25 membership is due, thank you for sending it to us 
and save us the cost of sending out reminders.  Don’t forget, if you pay for two (2) years, the cost is only $45, a 
10% discount.  We thank you in advance!!  Happy New Year!! 

 
Dues and More 

 
With the new  year comes renewal of your annual Membership in this grand Association.  Of course, payment of Dues is 
part of this annual ritual.  For just $25, ($45 when you pay for two years) you receive 4 issues of the “Ball Of Fire”, 
probably the best newsletter out there still being published by any WWII veterans group.  Not only that, we have the PX 
with its quality selected merchandise and resources for those trying to find our information about Dad, uncle or other VIV 
(Very Important 93

rd
 Veteran).  Also, we now have the ability to send you live coverage of our annual reunions for 

members not able to attend.  We started this project at Hartford in October.  We expect to be able to do that for the 
Dayton reunion in 2014. 
 
We have a special request of each of our members.  In order to save the cost of mailing out a “postcard reminder” this 
year, we ask those of you who need to renew in January 2014, to send in your dues using the “coupon” located at the 
bottom of this page.  The money saved in postage will go toward our ongoing charitable projects.   
 
Thanks for your help! 
 
Jim Guddal, Treasurer and Membership 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Cut along this line  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

 

Dues Payment Coupon for the 93
rd

 Bombardment Group Association a 501 (c)(3) organization 

 

2014 Dues         $25              $ _______ 

2014 and 2015 Dues       $45          $ _______ 

Donation to the 93
rd

 BG Charitable Projects              $ _______ 

Grandchild 2014 when submitted by grandparent   $20 each X ____ =  $ _______    

    Total submitted by check or money order      $ _______  

 

Dues may also be remitted via PayPal at the 93BG website.  Just click the “Membership” tab and then “Buy 

Now”.  Follow the instructions for PayPal. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Street address _________________________________ City ___________________________ Zip__________ 
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2014 Dayton, Ohio Reunion update: 
 
Thanks to everyone for feedback on the Hartford reunion!  We are in the process of reviewing the information to make the 
2014 Dayton Reunion an even better time!  We are looking at possible slightly earlier dates, a more relaxing time with less 
activities, a focus on the Air Force Museum, and tours of the Dayton area.  Also, we are exploring more events & 
education sessions to be conducted  at the hotel, with more time available in our fabulous memorabilia room!  More 
detailed information  to follow soon, as we continue negotiations and planning for the Dayton Reunion!  Watch for updates 
on the website and future Ball of Fire newsletters!  Jim Root, Reunion Coordinator 
 
2013 Hartford Reunion Group Photo 
 
If anyone who attended the Hartford Reunion in October is interested in an 8 X 10” glossy photo of our group (including 
veterans), please contact   Jim Root.  Price is only $4.00 each, plus shipping to your house!   
Contact:   Jim Root 
  15359 Red Fox Walk 
  West Olive, Mi 49460 
  616-218-0787 
  jamesdavidroot@aol.com 

Membership Corner 
 
Jim Sellers, son-in-law of Veteran John Sullivan, father of Michael, our Web Master, shares his surprise at the New 
England Aviation Museum during our Hartford, CT Reunion. 
 

A REUNION WITH AN OLD FRIEND 
By LCDR Jim Sellers (Ret), USCG 

 
Each year I think we all get excited when we meet at the 
93

rd
 Bombardment Group Reunion.  We look forward to 

seeing old friends and meeting new ones, having talks in 
the hospitality room, sharing time with each other at 
banquets, going to fun places and visiting the closest 
aviation museum.  This year, we visited the New 
England Air Museum in Windsor Locks, CT on Saturday 
before lunch.  As I was walking into the museum, John 
Marx asked me, “Jim, how many aircraft in here have 
you flown?”  I replied, “I haven’t seen what they have”, 
thinking he meant what type of aircraft I had flown.   
Having been in the military for 22 years (Army and Coast 
Guard) and having flown several types of helicopters 
and C-130 aircraft, I had seen all these types of aircraft 
in museums we had visited.  We had lunch and broke 
down into groups to tour the museum.   As the tour was 
ending, we turned from one group of aircraft to the next, 
and my eyes captured a sight that I had not seen for a 
long time.  It was the type of helicopter that I had flown 
at USCG Air Station Miami in the 80’s.  As our WWII 
Veterans remembered the B-24 models, nose art and tail 
numbers of the aircraft they flew, I immediately 
recognized the tail number.  My pace quickened as I 
walked up to this aircraft because I could not wait to 
meet this old friend again.  As I looked at her, my 
memories came back quickly.  I had flown the HH52A 
helicopter conducting search and rescue (SAR) 
missions, drug interdiction in the Bahamas/Caribbean, 
deployments on USCG Cutters interdicting illegal aliens, 
training flights and being designated as an Aircraft 
Commander/Instructor pilot.   
 
As I walked up to her, without thinking, I said, I have 
flown this helicopter.  The tour guide looked at me with a 
surprised and excited expression on his face.  He said, “I 

have never had anyone say that they have actually flown 
an aircraft in this museum”.  Like a child asking for a 
piece of candy, I asked him if I could get inside. He was 
already moving toward the rope gate.  As I was getting 
into the helicopter, my memories of how it should look 
were confirmed.  My eyes moved quickly looking at the 
seats, radio rack, and circuit breaker panel in the interior 
of the aft cabin.  As I had done a thousand times before 
as aircraft commander, I moved to the cockpit and 
climbed into the right seat.  I quickly looked at the engine 
instruments, flight instruments and electrical panel and 
everything was as it should be.  I thought to myself, if 
this was outside and a pre-flight was done, I remember 
how to start her, and I definitely know how to fly her.  
 
I last flew CG 1428 on 28 Feb 1983.  CG 1428 was one 
of eleven HH52A helicopters assigned to Coast Guard 
Air Station Miami.  At that time CG 1428 was white with 
the Coast Guard racing stripe.  CG 1428 was repainted 
Orange and re-assigned to CGAS Detroit.  At USCG Air 
Station Miami, I logged 1196 hours in the HH52A 
helicopters from January 1983 to Feb 1986.   
 
There are two missions I completed as an Aircraft 
Commander in an HH52A that stand out for me.  On 8 
May 1985 in CG 1379, I interdicted a 35 ft. vessel the 
“Goesanow” off Miami, FL with 1837 lbs of cocaine on 
board (street value of $650,000,000).  I received a call 
from Vice President Bush congratulating me on a job 
well done.  On 28 Jan 1986, I was the first Coast Guard 
helicopter, CG 1424, on scene after the Challenger 
disaster.  I flew off the back of the USCG Cutter Dallas 
for a week during the recovery efforts.  
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The USCG procured 155 HH52A helicopters, and they 
were in the inventory from 1963 to 1988.  The HH52A 
helicopter was replaced by the H65A Dolphin helicopter 
in which I was designated an Aircraft 
Commander/Instructor pilot.  

The 2013 gathering in Hartford, Connecticut was not 
only a reunion  of the 93

rd
 Bombardment Group, but for 

me, it was a special  moment to reunite with an old friend 
– CG 1428. 
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Greetings from the 93rd BG Historian! 
 

Celebrate VE plus 70 years in Norwich over Memorial Day Weekend 2015! Mini Reunion in England 
 
We are looking at the idea of having a Mini 93rd BG reunion in England as discussed at the 93rd BG reunion in Hartford, 
CT.  I am looking for a head count for those who would be interested in the mini reunion around Memorial Day in 2015.   It 
would be a 3 day event ending on Memorial Day.  There may be an optional 2 day pre-reunion package for sightseeing 
around the area of NON 93rd BG/ WW2 places.  This will be a similar plan to the 2011 England reunion.  Please let me 
know a head count by March 31, 2014.  If you are not 100% sure, just say “maybe”.  If there is a location that you would 
like to visit, please include a note so we can see if we can include in the schedule.  Please remember to send your 
address, Telephone # and email (if available). 
 

Wintertime at Hardwick: To celebrate the holiday season, included are some wartime photos Enjoy!! 
 

 
Unknown B-24 at Hardwick                                                        

 
B-24 42-94814 409

th
 BS YM G 
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       B-24 42-50372 “Johnnie Reb” 329th BS RE R          

 
Snowwoman? I guess we know what he wants Santa to bring him! 

 
Where was my Hut or ????? 
Locating huts and other locations at Hardwick 
If you are looking for where at Hardwick your hut was or 
other photos that were taken, please contact me (see 
below).  I have been able to help many veterans and 
next generation with locations on the airbase.  I use the 
photo(s), background details and shadows to determine 
pattern of buildings and a possible North vector.  Then, I 
review the actual building plans and wartime aerial 
photos to find it.  It is like looking for a needle in a 
haystack, but I enjoy rediscovering the past.  Call me 
crazy!!  It is very rewarding.  In the next BOFQE, I will 
show how this method was able to determine the 
location of the very large Bomb (lawn ornament) that so 
many veterans have photos of in their collections. 
 
FREE Memorabilia cataloging and Research 
I am willing to scan any documents, records and photos 
of a 93rd BG veteran and return ALL of the original items 
(unharmed) along with cd’s of all scans/jpeg images 
along with any additional information I can add regarding 
names, plane serial # /artwork and places.  There is NO 
charge for this service!  I can also make extra cd’s 

copies for family members.   I have done this for several 
veterans over the years.  My contact info is shown 
below. 
 
NEW Museum Alarm System 
The 93rd BG association has funded the upgrade of the 
alarm system and the addition of a multi-camera 
surveillance system.  This is a state of the art system 
and will provide many years of inside and outside 
protection for the 93rd BG museum’s Huts and their 
contents.  Thank you very much to the 93rd BG 
Association and to all of the members who made a 
special donation for this effort!!!! 
 
Happy Holidays,  
Don Morrison 
93rd BG Association Historian 
1375 West Comet Rd 
Clinton, OH 44216 
Home (330) 882-2536 
Cell (330) 819-6409 
Doniac1967@sbcglobal.net 
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93rd Website Update 
At the time of writing this article, 69,096 people have 
visited the 93rd BG website since it's redesign in 
November 2009.  A visitor recently was logged all the 
way from Pforzen, Bayern, Germany. 
 
Please go to www.93bg.com  to see the recorded 
webcast from the 2013 93BG reunion in Hartford, CT!!! 
 These are the entire recordings from events each day 
in the banquet hall at the hotel.  Events recorded are: 
 Opening Ceremony, Educational Session/Hot Stuff 
Update, Business Meeting, Dinner/Pratt & Whitney 
Guest Speaker and the Memorial Dinner.  Just click the 
link from the homepage and it will take you to all the 
recordings. 
 
At this year's 93rd BG reunion in Hartford, CT I was able 
to get the new and improved webcasting project up and 
running.  The 93rd BG purchased some new equipment 
this year and it greatly increased the quality of the 
webcast.  First and foremost, the ability to add more 
cameras was a big improvement.  Also sound this time 
around greatly improved.  We do still have issues with 
picking up people when they speak out at the tables. 
This is something to overcome at reunions in the future. 
 I have included some statistics of who was watching our 

broadcast over the 4 days.  Included are some 
definitions below of key headings in the data so you can 
understand the charts better.  All in all it was a great 
second effort.  We have a few challenges to overcome 
but if we won the war we can win something as simple 
as this! 
 
Concurrent Views: Displays how many viewers are 
watching the stream at each second.  As viewers join 
and leave the stream, this number will fluctuate up and 
down.  
 
Total Viewers: Shows how many viewers have watched 
the stream since the current broadcast began.  if you 
stop and restart your broadcast, this number will return 
to zero.  Reconnecting within two minutes will keep the 
total number intact.  This number is cumulative so you 
will never see a downward trend.  This number is not 
unique viewers.  If a viewer watches the stream for a 
while, leaves and comes back, that same viewer can 
be counted twice in the total viewer number. 
 
 Michael Sellers, 93rd BG Webmaster 
www.93bg.com  
Email: mtsellers@mac.com 

 
 

http://www.93bg.com/
http://www.93bg.com/
mailto:mtsellers@mac.com
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Hot Stuff Update by Jim Lux 
(Excerpt from Jim Lux's newsletter) 
 
I decided a newsletter was the only way to keep 
everyone informed who is interested in following the B-
24 Hot Stuff/Gen. Andrews Project. The goal of the 
project is to get long overdue recognition for the B-24 
Hot Stuff, her crew and those killed when Hot Stuff 
crashed in Iceland on May 3, 1943. A fund raiser was set 
up for a memorial monument that will be placed near the 
crash site and pieces of recovered Hot Stuff wreckage 

are being offered for display in prominent museums 
throughout the United States. I want to thank all who 
have made donations and to the 93rd Bombardment 
Group Association for their support. The plan is to raise 
$70,000+ in time for the monument to be in place by 
May 3, 2018 the 75th Anniversary of the accident. I have 
a PowerPoint presentation I can forward to anyone 
interested in making a presentation to help raise funds. 

 
Thanks, Jim 
jlux@austin.rr.com 
 
Monument Fund Now $14,151.00 
As of Nov. 1, 2013:  Total Income $16,036.00. Expenses 1,885.00  Balance $14,151.00 
 
The Hot Stuff/Gen. Andrews memorial monument fund is off to a great start since the kick off last January. Expenses 
include $1,838.00 for the plaque that was placed next to the site of the future monument in time for the memorial service 
commemorating the 70th anniversary of the accident and $ 47.00 for miscellaneous postage. 
 

U.S. Air Force Academy Visit on July 3, 2013 
I visited the AFA in Colorado Springs, Colorado at the invitation of 
Grant Weller, Lt. Col., Ph. D. He is the Deputy Head of the Dept. of 
History. I presented the Hot Stuff/Gen. Andrews story to an 
audience of 12 to 14 staff members and held a question and 
answer session afterwards. The presentation went very well and I 
received a thank you letter and an invitation to return from Lt. 
Col. Edward Kaplan, Department Head. 
 
 
Jan Andrews Clark, granddaughter of Gen. Andrews below his 
portrait at the Air Force Academy Library. 

 
 
 
Meeting with Bill and Christine Gros on October 15, 2013 
I had the honor to meet and interview Bill Gros and his wife Kristine 
at their home in Paoli, PA. Bill was the radio operator on the B-24 
Liberator Eager Beaver and was the best friend of Ken Jeffers, the 
radio operator on Hot Stuff who was killed in the crash.  He told 
me many stories about his time in England and North Africa with 
the 93rd Bomb Group. He also told me that it was common 
knowledge that Hot Stuff was the first to complete 25 missions and 
that it was going home to help sell war bonds but some crew 
members were bumped from the flight by Gen. Andrews and his 
staff. 
 
I also interviewed Kristine.   She was a WASP during World War II 
and had many interesting stories about the trials and tribulations of 
being a female pilot in World War II. 
 

Meeting at the Smithsonian NASM on October 24, 2013 
I met with Smithsonian NASM Museum Curator Dr. 
Jeremy Kinney. We discussed the possibility of having a 
Hot Stuff/Gen. Andrews display in the museum.  There is 
a possibility, but it would be more of a general B-24 
display rather than specifically about the story of Hot 
Stuff. The Museum currently has little information on 
display about the B-24. 
 

Jeremy expressed an interest in having something that 
might include the personal effects of passengers and/or 
crewmembers and a piece or two of wreckage. He was 
very interested having examples of tools Icelanders 
made from pieces of Hot Stuff wreckage they found at 
the crash site. 
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I have contacted my Icelander friend Doddi Marteinsson 
and he is going to try to located some. Chances of 
finding any are slim, at best, but worth a try. 
 

The effort to have some kind of a display in the 
Smithsonian NASM is certainly worth the effort and 
Jeremy agreed to work with me to try to make 
it happen. 

 
Meeting at the Iceland Embassy in Washington, D.C. 
on October 25, 2013 
The meeting with Erlingur Erling's son went very well. 
He was aware of the Hot Stuff/General Andrews story 
and suggested a fund raising event be organized in 
Iceland and with large companies invited to attend.  I sent 

an email to the American Ambassador to Iceland Luis 
Arreaga requesting the Embassy’s help and support for 
the fund raiser. Ambassador Arreaga has been a great 
supporter of the monument project. I am waiting for his 
response. 

 

Rich Marx's  Report - Hot Stuff Marker 
Our 19-hour Iceland adventure occurred in September 
2013. My wife and I had a short layover on a trip from 
the states to Denmark, where she celebrated her 25

th
 

boarding school reunion. In this short time, we traversed 
the southwestern corner of this beautiful country. I 
always thought it was a small island, but oh how wrong I 
was! We only scratched the surface of this land formed 
through so much volcanic upheaval.  
 
During our quick, yet momentous trip, we saw many 
wonders of the world including the Gullfoss (Golden 
Waterfall), glaciers, geysers, as well as the hot springs 
at the Blue Lagoon. We felt like we were contestants on 
our favorite show, The Amazing Race, doing so much in 
a short time, while in a foreign and exotic land.     
 

Mesmerizing though these wonders were, they paled in 
comparison to what the marker about the crew of the 
B24 Hot Stuff represented. We visited the marker near 
Grindavik, Iceland, which is also the site of the future 
memorial to those who died near here. This spot gave us 
a view of the crash site on Mt. Fagardalsfjall, where Hot 
Stuff crashed on May 3

rd
, 1943, after an aborted landing 

at Keflavik during a rainstorm.   
 
While much of Iceland is a land of beauty and 
amazement, the area where the crash occurred is quite 
desolate. This landscape resembles the grainy pictures I 
have seen of the moon and French World War I 
battlefields. Not much appears to have changed in this 
part of Iceland since 1943.   

   
Rich Marx (John and Rayann’s son and Emma’s Father) at Marker 

 
The marker stands as a bleak reminder of a distant past. 
It is a testament to the sacrifice of 13 Americans, who 
gave their lives in a tyrannous fight as they tried to return 
stateside for rest and recuperation. Four of these men 
had recently completed 25 missions and were scheduled 
to tour the country selling war bonds.  Three were 
military chaplains. Two were members of Lieutenant 

General Frank M. Andrews’ staff, who traveled with him. 
He was the Commander of the European Theater of 
Operations. The tail gunner survived.  We are thankful 
that this historic location became a memorable part of 
our Icelandic adventure. Amidst such beauty on Iceland, 
it is sad that such a tragedy occurred.
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Hot Stuff Memorial Fund Project 
 
To view the "must see" video on YouTube about the B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff, go to this link: http://youtu.be/etX1lid-8fs 
 

 

http://youtu.be/etX1lid-8fs
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News from Station 104 Hardwick England  
 
Museum update - Dec, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well with the winter upon us and with the museum open days now over it's time to reflect on the year and plan our winter 
work schedule. We had a better summer than 2012 with open day attendance on the up and a very favourable response 
to the start of our new displays in the revamped Hut 3 as reported in the last Ball of Fire. This was only marred by some 
freak windy weather in September which blew away one of our open day marquees adjacent to our mess hut, it took off 
and cart wheeled across the airfield. Thankfully this was not on an open day and careful examination showed that that it 
should be repairable. 
 

 
 
November saw the well attended Remembrance Day ceremony with the service at Topcroft church and David Woodrow 
leading the veterans as master of ceremonies at the airfield. As always he did an excellent job in the presence of 
representatives of the USAF personnel from Lakenheath airbase. Maurice Hammond’s team at Hardwick War Birds were 
responsible for a spectacular low level poppy drop, streaming the red petals directly over the ceremony providing a very 
poignant atmosphere to the whole occasion.  It really was most moving and the whole ceremony was befitting to the 
memory of those lost. We were then treated to a marvelous buffet providing time to socialise. 
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Also in November Maurice Hammond and the Woodrow family hosted a charity talk in Maurice’s 
hanger. The talk by Clive Stevens entitled ‘Black Week’ covered events between Oct 8

th
 – 14

th
 

1943 and portrayed the epic story of historic combat operations by the US 8th Air Force during 
this period, with some marvelous material and anecdotal evidence provided by veterans. There 
was a multitude of images on film to illustrate this bloody period and the talk grabbed 
everybody’s full attention to the plight of the 8th Air Force over this period. A raffle was held and I 
believe in total over eight hundred pounds was donated to a local cancer charity. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clive and Maurice in Maurice’s hanger 

Winter provides time to focus on museum jobs. To aid the installation of the new security system we are building a 
cupboard which will serve as a secure area to house ‘mission control’ of the system and will also double up as a storage 
space in Hut 2.  This cupboard will also be used as one end of a new display cabinet to house exhibits. Currently we have 
plans to move all the medical displays into this so freeing up space in Hut 3 for us to develop its display theme further. 
 

 
Richard and Paul doing some carpentry 
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On the opposite side of this hut we are developing a British home front display and as you can see in the picture we have 
had a night air raid scene painted depicting the skyline of Norwich, the sky being lit by searchlight beams with barrage 
balloons and aircraft silhouettes.  This will be a backdrop for the display of home front memorabilia and a big thanks to 
Jim Clarey for organising this. 

 
I am also in the early stages of organising some of our information on computer both for archiving and display purposes 
and we hope to make digital copies of photographs that have been donated assisted by a recently donated 
scanner/printer. This along with a laminator will also assist in ‘on-the- fly’ label production for our new display 
arrangements. 
 
So as you can see by the pictures we are very much a ‘work in progress ‘ and hope to complete all the winter work on 
schedule to enhance the museum at station 104 Hardwick England ready for the 2014 season. 
 
You also might like to know about a new project funded by our Heritage Lottery Fund (unless you know about it already). 
It's a 3 year project looking at the impact of the arrival of the 8th American Air Force across the east of England in World 
War 2. It's early days, but your readers may like to keep an eye on how it develops. Currently its face book page 
explaining what it's about  is: https://www.facebook.com/8theast 
with a web page being developed at: http://8theast.org/ 
  
Representatives of this project have recently been in contact with David Woodrow & Paul Thrower looking for potential 
projects to get involved in so I hope we can all benefit from any future collaboration.  
I hope you find this useful 
  
Regards, 
Derek Fulton 
d.fulton@tiscali.co.uk 

Folded Wings
 
Asch, Col. Alfred, December 8, 2013 
(Email from son, Pete Asch. He will submit an article for the Spring 2014 issue) 
 
 We are deeply saddened that he had left us but his parting was very gentle and peaceful......he did not suffer.  As 
I was told, he watched the DVD of the reunion many times during the time he had remaining and remembered all of the 
old veterans and many of the new members. 
 At any rate, he is entitled to a military funeral with full honors.........at this time, I am still waiting for the date of his 
internment at Arlington.  I am glad you gave me the March date since it would be most appropriate to submit an article for 
the Spring issue.  At any rate, you can announce that he did depart 8 December 2013 at 13:18 hours.  That would be the 
day after Pearl Harbor Day at 13:00 hours which is about the time the infamous speech but FDR was broadcast 
"Yesterday, December 7th, 1941, a date that will live in infamy, the United States of America was suddenly and 
deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan". 
I guess my Dad had another mission he had to fulfill. 
Bless You  
 
Aton, Charles E., November 17, 2013 
(email from son, Dave Aton) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/8theast
http://8theast.org/
mailto:d.fulton@tiscali.co.uk
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Please be advised Charles E. Aton of Louisville, Ky., passed away on  Nov. 17, 2013 at 91. He was a 1st lieutenant and 
B-14 bombardier stationed at Hardwick starting February 1944, and was injured when his plane, badly damaged by 
enemy flak, crashed in southern England on May 12. 
 
Bertolino, Clement S. "Buzz", September 4, 2013 
BERTOLINO, Clement S. "Buzz" died at age 91. He was a docent at Pima Air and Space Museum. Buzz was preceded in 
death by his wife of 45 years, Mary. He leaves a son, two daughters, four grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 
Donations may be made to Pima Air & Space Museum. - 
 
Cogburn,  Dr. Cecil,  June 11, 2013 
(from Jim Root: Dr. Cecil Cogburn was the "Assistant" Engineering Officer under my dad at Hardwick. I last saw/spoke 
with him in October of 2009.) 
 
Dr. Cecil O. Cogburn, 94, died at the Willard Walker Hospice Home. He was born in Caddo Gap, Arkansas on May 22, 
1919 to Harrison Cogburn and Ora Ledbetter Cogburn, and was their only surviving child. Dr. Cogburn was a professor of 
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering at the University of Arkansas from 1947 until 1989. After his service in the United 
States Air Force during World War II, he attended the University of Arkansas where he received both his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in Mechanical Engineering, while continuing on in the U.S. Air Force reserves. As the recipient of a 
National Science Foundation fellowship, he received his doctorate degree in Nuclear Engineering from the University of 
London in 1970.  
 
He was married to love of his life, Kathryn Cunningham Cogburn, for 62 years until her death in 2004. His only child, 
Thomas Harrison Cogburn, died in 1990. He had many interests in life – he loved traveling, flying small planes, cars, and 
teaching. A recently completed engineering addition at Corley Hall on the Arkansas Tech campus in Russellville has been 
named in honor of Dr. Cogburn in recognition of his continued support for nuclear engineering education and his financial 
gifts. In many ways, Dr. Cogburn is known as the “father of nuclear engineering education in the state of Arkansas”. 
Among Dr. Cogburn’s most lasting contributions to higher education in Arkansas was his introduction of nuclear 
engineering courses at the University of Arkansas. His financial gifts helped Arkansas Tech develop a Master of Science 
degree in nuclear engineering. Dr. Cogburn also influenced several generations of his students to become engineers and 
engineering teachers. He is survived by his daughter-in-law, Carol Nevin Cogburn.  
 
Geyer, Donald Clarence , November 26,2013.  
(Email from Phyllis & Joe Duran) 
 
He was 90 years old.  Don was a part of the Don Gaston crew, 409th Bomb Squadrons. He flew 34 bombing missions 
with the 93rd.  Joe and I had the privilege of meeting Don at the 1st 93rd Reunion we attended in Colorado Springs. We 
always will remember his kind  and generous nature. Over the years we had many wonderful conversations, something 
we will always treasure. 
 
Don's complete obituary can be found at: 
http;//www.legacy.com/obituaries/rgj/obituaru.aspx?n=donald-c-geyer&pid=168307974&fhid=15275 
 
Heffner Jr., Francis, August 18, 2012
Francis "Earl" Heffner, Jr. was born on October 3, 1923 in Detroit, Michigan. His proud parents were Francis E. and 
Lavina J. (nee Cooney) Heffner and they were of Irish and English descent. He died on Thursday, August 30, 2012 
peacefully at his home in Troy, Michigan. He was 88 years of age. 
 
Earl was a resident of Troy for over 50 years and was a former resident of Detroit. He was a 1941 Honors graduate of 
McKenzie High School in Detroit. He graduated with a Masters in Mechanical Engineering from Wayne State University in 
Detroit. He was a proud veteran of the US Army Air Corps, during WWII, serving as a navigator on a B29 Bomber. He 
retired in 1983, after a lifelong career as a mechanical engineer for General Motors. Earl enjoyed woodwork, photography 
and traveling with the Nomads. 
 
Earl was the beloved husband of Regina "Ginni" Heffner (nee Pachuta) and they were married for 54 years. Dear cousin 
of Robert Cooney and Stuart Cooney (Janet). Brother-in-law of Martin Pachuta (Irene). Also by nine nieces and nephews. 
 
Lowder, Gale P. 
(email from his son, Claude Lowder) 
My name is Claude Lowder, and would like to add to your Folded Wings column on 93rd website My father Gale P. 
Lowder who passed 2004, he was a waist and nose gunner with the Clement crew,329th BS..Thank You for adding 
him.                                       

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/rgj/obituaru.aspx?n=donald-c-geyer&pid=168307974&fhid=15275
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Macks, Morton August 7, 2013 
(Email from Joe & Phyllis Duran) 
 
Morton was one of the 93rd's original Pilots, 330th sq. He began his tour of duty in 1942 in the ship called EL LOBO 
#23692. By April 1943 he had completed 27 missions and was awaiting rotation back to the States. In Aug. of that year 
Morton would become part of the 93rd's Officers that would work in Operations for the Ploesti Mission in Bengazi Africa. 
Because of the great loss during that mission 330 sq CO Ramsey Potts asked Morton to stay on and continue to fly 
Combat Missions for the 93rd. On Aug.13,1943 he would climb back into a B-24 called the Duchess #24147 and fly the 
Wiener-Neustadt mission. 
 
It was my great pleasure and honor to have had a chance to get to know this man and I would have to agree with Cal 
Stewart's quote of Col. Ted Timberlake that "Capt. Morton Macks was our court jester and his generous smile were 
valuable tools". Every photo I have ever seen had Morton with that smile. He was also most gracious with his time and 
help on my numerous phone calls and questions about the 93rd history as well as his recollections of my Uncle Joe 
Avendano.. Those phone calls I will truly miss. 
 
 Metro, Charles Sidney "Sid",1922 - 2012 
 (email from W. John Phillips) 

(second row far 
right) 
 
On January 28, 
1945, ten 
crewmen aboard 
a B-24 Liberator 
with the 328

th
 

Squadron, 93
rd

 
Bomb Group took 
off from Station 
104 Hardwick, 
East Anglia on 
their way to 
Germany’s 
industrialized 
Ruhr Valley.  It 
was the 
beginning of their 
24

th
 mission 

together.  They 
had heard the 
stories about the 
dark days of the 
air campaign in 
1943/44, when 
65 B-17s were 
lost over 
Schweinfurt/ 

Regensburg and 54 Liberators, including a number from the 93
rd

, were lost attacking the oil refineries at Ploesti, Romania.  
Each downed bomber carried a 10-man crew that was, like them, a cross section of American youth.  But by New Year’s, 
1945 the war was steadily grinding to certain Allied victory.  Heavy bombers of the 8

th
 Air Force pummeled German cities 

and industrial centers during the day with thousand-plane formations that took almost an hour to pass overhead.  8
th
 Air 

Force P-51 Mustang escorts gave bomber crews a security umbrella all the way to the deepest targets and back that 
crews in 1943/44 hadn’t enjoyed.  And when the sun went down, RAF Lancasters resumed the beatings through the night.  
With dwindling stocks of both fuel and pilots, Luftwaffe resistance was crumbling.   
 But the fates of war twisted that day for pilot Joe Rosacker and his crew.  It wasn’t  FLAK or fighters that plagued 
their B-24 shortly after crossing into occupied Holland, but gremlins (later rumored to be sabotage).  Number 1 engine 
sputtered to a stop, then # 2.  Neither could be feathered and the drag of  the windmilling props steadily pulled the bomber 
out of formation and toward earth.  Rosacker gingerly turned the unbalanced ship back West toward England.  Then , #4 
quit.  They weren’t going to make it.  Over Nazi-held Schouwen Island on the Dutch coast, Rosacker ordered his crew to 
bale out. The empty bomber nearly circled back into the descending airmen before crashing.  German soldiers fired on 
them as they floated down.  All were captured.  They were taken by train to Germany and force-marched to a Luftwaffe 
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Stalag in Moosburg.  Along the way, outraged German civilians demanded they be handed over to be killed.  British 
Spitfires strafed them.  American and British bombers bombed them.  Long interrogations, beatings, solitary confinement 
and general privations awaited them at Moosburg.  Yet all survived and safely returned home at war’s end to resume 
private lives that the war had so surrealistically interrupted two years before.   
 One of the returning Rosacker crew was 23-year old waist gunner, SSgt Sid Metro of Moundsville, W. Virginia, a 
small coal mining town on a bend in the Ohio River a few miles south of Wheeling.  His story is just one of millions that 
make up the rich mosaic that is the “greatest generation”.  Sid was born Charles Sidney Metro on December 9, 1922, the 
youngest of 6 children of Mischel and Alexandra Metranko.  Sid’s father and mother had emigrated from Kiev, Ukraine 
during the social upheaval following the first Russian revolution in 1905.  Like so many of America’s new immigrants from 
eastern Europe who found work in the coal mines and steel mills of W. Virginia and Pennsylvania, Mischel became a coal 
miner.   He “Americanized” his surname from Metranko to Metro after arriving in the U.S.  Sid grew up poor, but by all 
accounts he grew up happy thanks to the closeness, care and support  of his five older brothers and sisters.  He also 
grew to a strapping 6’2” and 190 lbs.  He loved sports and soon learned that athletics and education could be a ticket out 
of Moundsville and life in the mines.  Sid was the first of his siblings to stay in school past the 8

th
 grade, graduating high 

school and going on to the University of Kentucky on a basketball scholarship.  And then came the war, and Sid enlisted 
in March, 1943.  The Army Air Corps needed aircrews and after basic training he was sent to aerial gunnery school where 
he earned his sergeant stripes and gunner’s wings.  He was then sent to Lincoln, Nebraska in April, 1944 and assigned to 
the crew with Joe Rosacker as pilot.  The Rosacker crew was then sent to an OTU (operational training unit) in Boise, ID 
where they flew practice missions day and night and came together as a practiced combat team.   From Boise, the 
combat-ready crew traveled to Topeka, Kansas to pick up a gleaming new B-24J they would ferry over to England.  There 
is no mistaking Sid in the crew photo taken in Topeka in July, 1944.  He’s taller and broader than any of his crewmates.  
Then it was off to England and seven weeks later, Sid and the rest of the Rosacker Crew took off from Hardwick on their 
first combat mission.  Almost five months to the day and 23 missions later, Sid and the others jumped from their stricken 
bomber.  At the end of April, 1945, Patton’s tanks crashed through the wire at the Moosburg  Stalag, freeing the Rosacker 
Crew and almost 100,000 other prisoners.  For them, the war in Europe was over.   Sid mustered out in December, 1945 
and went home with an Air Medal and three oak leaf clusters, a European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon with 
three Bronze Stars and a Purple Heart for a shrapnel wound in the knee courtesy of a Luftwaffe FLAK gunner.   
 Sid resumed college on the GI Bill, playing football for and graduating from the University of W. Virginia. He 
eventually headed to New York City to find work.  One evening he attended a reception at the Roosevelt Hotel and a 
pretty young hostess pinned a rose on his lapel.  Their eyes locked.  He asked her out.  Two dates later he proposed and 
Barbara Evans of Elmira, NY accepted.  Her father, a successful Elmira retailer, was concerned enough that his daughter 
was so quickly swept off her feet that he hired a private investigator to find out who this brash young stranger was.  He 
needn’t have worried.  Sid and Barbara were inseparable for almost 60 years, and an anniversary  rose in his jacket lapel 
held a special place in both their hearts.  Sid spent the bulk of his career with the All Steel Furniture Company, raising his 
family in Glen Ridge, NJ until retiring as the company’s NE Regional District Sales Manager.  He was a lifelong NY Giants 
fan, holding season tickets for many years.  But mostly, Sid lived for a simple devotion to his family, dinners out and 
romantic getaways with Barbara and being a father to his daughters Susan, Patricia, Nancy and son David.   
 The bond between the crewmates forged by war lasted a lifetime.  Every Christmas, they exchanged cards and 
sometimes phone calls with well wishes and family news.  Occasionally, Sid was invited to an upcoming reunion, but he 
didn’t go.  The years rolled by and then on the eve of the 50

th
 Anniversary of WW II, his former crewmates invited Sid to 

collaborate with them on a book of remembrances intended to give their families, and others, a better perspective and 
understanding of the meaning of their service a half century before.  Against All Odds was published in 1996, and stitched 
together poignant recollections from all the Rosacker Crew…all but one.  For reasons of his own, Sid Metro declined to 
participate.  The decision at the time disappointed both his crewmates and his grown children, according to daughter 
Nancy.  But it was a decision they respected.   
 I had the privilege of meeting Sid Metro only twice at the home of our friends, Sid’s  daughter and son-in-law 
Nancy and Guy D’Andrea in Montclair, NJ.  Sid always wore a smile that welcomed strangers with a genuine warmth and 
humility.  He seemed almost shy, but you could sense the strength that lay underneath.  It made me want to know him 
better and so it was with real sadness that I learned of Sid’s passing in December, 2010.  It was a privilege to have met 
him.  He and all  WW II airmen have been my boyhood heroes for 60 years, those ordinary, extraordinary young men I 
grew up with who helped defeat Nazi Germany.  My Dad was a fighter pilot with the 9

th
 Air Force, and he never talked 

about the war or went to reunions, either.  He had put a tight lid on that chapter of his life to contain the pain of things he 
saw and did.  But as he neared 60 years of age, the good things of the experience, the comradery and pride of service, 
began to percolate through in simple ways that gave signs of healing, like displaying his wings and ribbons and squadron 
patch for the first time.  He never did speak of the war but like Sid found a way, his own way and to put the experience in 
a life context to finally be at peace with it.  But it took decades.  If Sid’s crewmates were initially disappointed that he didn’t 
participate in writing their book, it passed quickly.  They certainly understood and respected why.  He earned his privacy 
and they appreciated that Sid was already a material contributor to the book by virtue of their shared experiences.  It is his 
book, too, because Sid was and will eternally be a member in good standing of the Rosacker Crew.   
 Below is a link to the book written about the Rosacker Crew, “Against All Odds”.   Sid was a waste gunner on this 

crew…..    http://www.narrativepress.com/profile.php?book_id=1-58976-126-X 

http://www.narrativepress.com/profile.php?book_id=1-58976-126-X
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Porter, Donald Lindsay 1922-2013 
(Submitted by Sarah Waterbury) 
 
“I'm sure someone must have said "War is Hell."  Not mine!! Mine was a good war, an adventure that opened my eyes on 
the outside world and was undoubtedly responsible for my taking a job with Chase that kept me/us abroad for 35 years.”  

DLP 
Don was a bomber pilot! 

“I flew combat with the 8
th
 AF the last year (1944-45) of the war. …I flew 32 missions 

over Germany including targets in Berlin and most other major German centers, 
admittedly,  I was pretty frightened going into most targets but was only shot-up once 
(my 18th mission, over Augsburg March 1,'45) and crash landed safely on some 
farmer's field a hundred miles or so east of Calais in liberated France. All-in-all my 
group took its share of the 1,000 or more B24s lost and the 10,000+ crewmen [who 
perished].”  He flew the B-24 Liberator out of England - 409th Bomb Squadron - 93rd 
Bomb Group. 
 
“I flew home in May '45 
(England/Wales/Scotland/Iceland/Greenland/Labrador/Connecticut) and was 
discharged a few months later, (after towing targets out of Deming New Mexico flying 
B-25s and B-26s.)” 
  
Don loved the ladies!  
“I must add that while in England, dodging some V ones and waiting out a few V2's, I 
also did a lot of dancing in Norwich and mostly at London's Hammersmith Palais. 
'Twas a great ballroom filled in my day/nights with beautiful young ladies (many if not 
most in WAAC/LA/other uniforms); plus we Yanks, a few Poles, and some Frogs; the 

Brit lads were all off fightin' some far away war!!!   
  I almost always walked a lady home on the blacked-out dark streets smooching with an ear cocked for the odd 
Nazi V2. One memorable night I was making out with one such beauty in a dark street side entry-way when a V2 whistled 
down and blew out all the windows of the Marble Arch Hotel, [as] I was to learn later, preferring, at the time, not to be 
interrupted by lesser matters.  We were many blocks away from the blast, thank goodness, or I might not be writing this 
incriminating note. 
  Somehow I obviously got back to my OC pad on Jermyn Street, off Piccadilly. Next day I took a look at Marble 
Arch area rubble, caught a train back to Norwich and out to my 8th AF 93rd BG base at Hardwick, southeast of town; To 
get ready for a bit of work before a few more nights at Hammersmith.” 
  
Don had some close calls!  

This is from his scrap book. 
The caption is, "Liberators 
over Germany". He took 
photos from the cockpit. 
 
“V-ones were also part of 
daily life during my time as 
well. Up below the Wash in 
north east England where, 
perhaps, most of our 
bomber bases were located 
(including mine) were an 
attraction.  
  
Most nights Jerry planes 
would fly V ones up and off 
the north sea coast and set 
them flying at us and other 
bases, I assume. For much 
of my early days (Oct-Dec 
'44) I and others would run 
for our convenient, but 
largely water-filled bomb 
shelters when we heard the 
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approaching pop, pop, pop of the V's engines. Gradually as most passed right on over we quit going out and just waited in 
bed or at our make-shift desks, That mostly worked fine and we didn't get uncomfortably wet as we would have standing 
in the ankle deep water in the BS. 
  One night while sitting at my bedside desk in my Nissan Hut residence otherwise with my 7 fly brothers-in-arms, 
and perhaps a young lady that our resident Romeo Hughie Long may have had aboard, there came the pop, pop, pop.  
Then to our surprise the pop stopped, that signaled that the Vs engine had stopped and it would now come down and 
explode!!!  Where the hell is it, I'm sure we all said to ourselves. Well it turned out that it was a mile or so east of our 
Nissan, off the base!! Thank whom/what so ever!!!  The explosion nonetheless knocked me and my chair back and onto 
my bed, with the contents of my two shelf bookcase spread across my chest and bed, including the picture of back-home 
girl friend Joyce McKercher. A picture by the way that I just mailed back to Joyce last year, regrettably without mention the 
adventure the picture and I had survived!!  Only Close-Call experienced from the Vs, except perhaps that of the previously 
described Marble Arch V2.” 
 
Don was clear-eyed.   
 
“As a matter of possible interest: we always said there were three flying  risks. In order of importance: 
1) pilot error 
2) mechanical failure 
3) enemy action” 
 

 
(back row second from left) 
 
Don cared deeply. 
 
“On average 6600 American service men died per MONTH, during WW2 (about 220 a day).   
From Germany's invasion of Poland Sept. 1, 1939  until Japan 's surrender on Sept. 2, 1945 = 2,433 days.   
America lost an average of 170 planes a day.  
A  B-17 carried 2,500 gallons of high octane fuel and carried a crew of 10 airmen." 

 276,000 aircraft manufactured in the U.S. 

 43,000 planes lost overseas, including 23,000 in combat  

 14,000 lost in the continental U.S. 
 
These are very moving statistics.  People who were not around during WW2 have no understanding of the magnitude.  
This gives some insight.”  
 
Don’s children, Mark Porter, Lindsay Porter Diehl and Sarah Porter Waterbury are grateful for having had such a 
wonderful father.  And we are thankful to him and all those who fought and served in WWII. 
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Rhoades, Ray J., September 21, 2013 
(email from daughter, Debby Smith) 
 
 It is with great sadness and pride I report the passing of another one of the Greatest Generation's Heroes, my Dad: 
 1st Lt. Ray J. Rhoades  
 Serial # 0722890 
 93BG-330 Squadron 
 Navigator on B-24 "Solid Comfort" 
 April 1944-Nov 1045 
 He passed peacefully at home surrounded by loving family 9-21-13 
 Wife: Mary B. Rhoades 
 
Thank you, Debby for the Rhoades Family 
  
Thompson, Glen, September 29, 2013 
(from Jim Guddal:  Glen and Robert "Obie" Oberschmid Pilot of the 329th were the last two of their crew.) 

 
The Biography of S/SGT Glen D. Thompson, Jr. by Diane Thompson King 

 
 On this past September 29, 2013, we said our final goodbye to my dad, Glen Thompson, 
known to most as Tommy, Dad, Grandpa, or Uncle Tommy. He had just turned 88 years old in 
August. According to him, he was one of only two remaining members of his WWII flight crew from 
the B-24 bomber that flew together on 30 missions over Germany, France, Holland, and Belgium. 
Now the pilot, R.E. Oberschmid, is the lone survivor. 
 I am the youngest of the three children born to Tommy and Mary Thompson, who met and 
married several years after his return to the U.S. from the war. My two older brothers and I sat 
through more war movies than I can recount, since my father’s family owned theaters in several 
towns all over Oklahoma. One was about a mile from our modest little home, and my mother would 
take us there to sit in these movies while Dad worked as the manager. I don’t remember ever being 
told, I just always knew that Daddy had been in this war in an airplane. 
 Because Dad was the quiet one and my mom the talker, he didn’t talk about these things 

much when I was a child. As I grew older and less absorbed with my own doings, I began to ask him about more of the 
details of his time in World War II. Dad loved to talk about it to anyone who showed any interest, but it was not in his 
nature to initiate a conversation. I have other friends whose fathers were very closed-up about their time in WWII and 
seem to have suffered deep trauma from it, refusing to ever discuss it. My dad was the opposite. My brothers and I all 
agree that this seemed to be the highlight of Dad’s life – a time when he was on point with a higher purpose, perhaps 
even the apex. While he never pretended that he wasn’t afraid of things he saw or did, he took that in stride and became 
quite animated in the telling. Sometime in the late ‘80s, my parents reconnected with the crewmen and their wives and 
attended several reunions in various locations around the country. 
 One of the things I had the foresight to do was to give Dad a unique present back in 1994 for his 69

th
 birthday. It 

was a blank book with lined pages, with my request for him to fill it out with his memories so that I could preserve it for his 
grandchildren, who were too young at the time to have the good sense to learn more about their grandfather. To my 
delight, he filled it out completely, starting with a little about his childhood and the last couple of pages on his marriage 

and children’s births. The rest of the book was filled with his 
experiences in service of the U.S. Army Air Corps. It offered 
details, stories, and information I would never have known 
otherwise. I made copies of this book, which was written in his 
beautiful perfect cursive, and gave one to each of his children and 
grandchildren at his graveside memorial as we laid him to his final 
rest.  It is from this account that I will share some of his memories. 
 During his high school years at St. Gregory’s Catholic 
high school in Shawnee, Oklahoma, he developed his love of 
airplanes by building many model airplanes, collecting pictures 
and information in a scrapbook, and making quick identification 
his hobby. After graduation in 1943, at the age of 18 he pursued 
his dream of becoming a pilot by volunteering and taking the test 
to be an Army Air Corp cadet and was accepted.  A local banker 
who was the head of the draft board asked him if he could use his 
name as a draftee so he could fill his quota. He later washed out 
of cadet training because of his being listed as a draftee instead 
of a volunteer, as well as a problem with his depth perception and 
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the fact that there were already more than enough pilots in training.  
 In September 1944 he went to four months of basic training at Amarillo Army Air Corp base. It should have lasted 
only nine weeks, but somehow his records were lost and there was no record of his being there.  He might have ended up 
staying there the entire war if he had not finally gotten in to speak with a C.O. Captain about what was going on! 

He finally was sent to Harlingen AAF base in Harlingen, Texas, for 12 weeks of gunnery school, where he 
graduated top in his class in March 1944. He was one of the last two to join a ten-man crew in June of 1944 in Casper, 
Wyoming, of which 2

nd
 Lt. Robert E. Oberschmid would be the command pilot. Dad was the top turret gunner.  This crew, 

assigned to the 93
rd

 Bomb Group, 409the Bomb Squadron, 20
th
 Combat Wing, 2

nd
 Air Force Division, 8

th
 Air Force 

reported for duty at Hardwick, England and flew together on 30 missions, occasionally with additional crewmen.   
Their first mission was on August 4, 1944 over Rostock, Germany. The target was a ball bearing plant for aircraft and 
tanks. According to Dad’s account: 
 “You talk about ten greenhorns who didn’t have the slightest idea of what we were in for and what to expect, but 
we weren’t the first nor the last, we would do our ‘dumbest best’ to survive. Thank the Lord, we did!” 
 One of the most dangerous and memorable missions they flew was Mission #9 to Groesbeck, Germany on 
September 18, 1944.  Down below on the ground was a desperate situation for the Allied troops that turned out to be one 
of the worst disasters of WWII for them. As recounted in the movie A Bridge Too Far, the British Field Marshall 
Montgomery had mistakenly counted on allied paratroopers being able to surprise the Germans and take the bridges at 
Remagen and Arnhem, Holland. Instead, a horrible carnage took place when the 82

nd
 and 101

st
 Airborne troops were cut 

off and surrounded by German panzers.  Dad’s crew and many others flew in low level, treetop flying, trying to go below 
German radar units to try to re-supply these forces.  Unfortunately the Germans already knew they were coming. The 
panzers shot down 21 P-51s and 24 B-24s, and caused more troops lost in this battle than in Normandy on D-Day.  
According to Dad: 
“Very little of the supplies we tried to get to them managed to fall in their hands instead of enemy hands. . . We flew 50 
feet off the ground and received gun fire from every kind of gun you can imagine from tanks, to machine guns, to rifles 
and pistols, all the way in and all the way out. We flew over a Holland village (don’t know the name of it to this day) but we 
were so low you could see the ‘friendlies’ waving to us, then behind them would be German infantry banging away with 
their rifles and pistols. On this same occasion, we flew by a city hall with a German “burgermeister” in the bell tower 
shooting directly at me with what looked like a shotgun of some kind, and when I whirled my twin .50 caliber machine 
guns around and fired about 2 bursts of 10 rounds, the tower simply disintegrated in a mass of smoke, bricks flying as if it 
had exploded. I finally realized how powerful two fifty-caliber machine guns firing armor-piercing incendiary can be at 
point-blank range. The man and the tower disintegrated, all but about two feet from the bottom of the building was 
leveled.”  
 Another mission worth mention is #25 on March 3, 1945 to Magdeburg, Germany. Their plane was lead for all the 
2

nd
 Air Division, who on this day were in front of the whole 8

th
 Air Force, probably including 3,000 heavy bombers and 

2,500 fighter planes. Flying at an altitude of 31,000 feet in order to clear the clouds, Dad spotted three unidentified aircraft 
at the two o’clock position. They flew directly under Dad’s plane, but they could see no markings to identify them. Afraid 
they might be friendlies, and because they were not pointing any guns at their nose, they did not fire at them. Later, these 
three planes turned around and hit the group behind them, knocking down three B-24s. As they flew toward Dad’s plane 
at six o’clock, the tail turret gunner, Allen Sorenson, knocked down the first two, then as the third one climbed vertically 
and was directly above the top turret, Dad nailed him. His comment was, “That was the first time we found out they were 
three ME-262s, German twin jet propelled fighters, faster than anything in the air up to that time, and the first time to be 
used in combat against the 8

th
 Air Force. On landing and reporting for briefing, everyone was excited for our kills.” The 

pilot, R.E. Oberschmid, received the Distinguished Flying Cross for the three planes they downed.  
Somewhere in the queue of Dad’s 30 missions, he suffered an appendicitis attack and ended up having an 

emergency appendectomy, which caused him to miss one of the missions. In order to make it up, he was assigned to fill 
in on another crew for one mission. When he reported for this duty, he found his pilot was to be none other than the 
famous actor, Jimmy Stewart! Dad said he was an excellent pilot and an all-around great man. 

 
 There are many other interesting stories in my dad’s account, but space limits me from 
expounding further. I miss Dad and feel the loss of not just him, but his generation’s greatness. I 
am so glad for these precious first-hand accounts of what he and others lived through during this 
very memorable and important time in our nation’s history. My only regret is that I didn’t ask him 
more questions, because he was too quiet and unassuming to offer unsolicited information. To 
those of you who are reading this who lived through similar experiences, no matter where and 
when, I want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart. May we never forget your service and 
your sacrifice, and of those who did not make it back home. 

And to my dad, a sweet “goodbye.” 
May you spread your wings and fly! 

 
 

 



Page 28 

  www.93bg.com 

Letters to the Editor 
 
From: Wgros1@aol.com 
Date: Thu, 5 Sep 2013 23:09:57 -0400 
Subject: Rupert Thacker article in latest Ball of Fire 
To: editor93bg@hotmail.com 
 
Dear Joanne; 
      My name is Bill Gros  and I was the radio operator 
on the Eager Beaver of the 328th Sq.,93 BG. 
I am the last survivor of the crew and Rupert one of the 
waist gunners.  He attended at least one of 
our annual crew reunions before his death. I believe we 
had contact with  Juanita  for a couple of 
years after his passing.. I also talked with a daughter 
who lived in or  near Lynchburg Va. at the time. 
If Elbyrne  is interested  in asking me questions about 
his father's service, I would be happy to talk 

with him. I have some pictures left of the crew, and 
would send him one if he would like.  
    The Eager Beaver was renamed Fearless Freddy, 
and served as assembly ship for the 446th BG. 
and it did crash. A picture of the Eager Beaver 
dominates a wall mural in  the 2nd Air Division 
memorial library in Norwich, England. There is also a 
model B-24 painted as Fearless Freddy. I had 
the pleasure of seeing both on a visit in 2009. 
   In closing Joanne I would like to express my thanks for 
the wonderful job you are doing as editor 
of the Ball of fire.. The name keeps alive the memory of 
Joe Tate, its pilot and the crew. too. What 
a great bunch of guys we had. Sincerely, Bill 
  
PS My home phone is 610 407 0618      address  302 
Paoli Pointe Dr. Paoli, Pa. 19301 

 

 
 
Date: Sun, 22 Sep 2013 19:41:23 -0700 
From: jccdowell@yahoo.com 
Subject: 93rd Info Request 
To: joyridecp@msn.com; 
webmaster@93rdbombardmentgroup.com 
Hello, 
 
My great-uncle, Clarence Eugene Fischer, was ( I 
believe) part of the 93rd, stationed at Atwater, Ca 
following WWII. Fischer was career military. I have tried 
to track down his records following his time spent as a B-

17 pilot with the 306BG during WWII, but with no luck. I 
have plenty of WWII info, but nothing after. 
Looking for anyone who knew him or knew what he was 
assigned to during the 1950's 
 
Any help is appreciated. 
 
Thanks, 
 
JC Dowell 

 
 
Subject: 93rd Bomber Group request 
From: kellycdoyal@gmail.com 
Date: Sat, 26 Oct 2013 15:33:42 -0500 
To: joyridecp@msn.com 
  
To whom it may concern, 
 
My husband's great uncle, Lt Faine M. Doyal, was in the 
409th SQDN of the 93rd BG and is desperately looking 

for any information anyone could give about him, his 
crew, and the missions he performed before he was 
killed. My husband is also named Faine Doyal and is an 
attack helicopter pilot in the US Army. Please forward 
any information to his email, floyd4311@gmail.com or 
call him at 334-379-7528. 
  
Kelly Doyal 
Killeen, TX 

 
 
 
Date: Tue, 12 Nov 2013 11:04:46 +0000 
Subject: 93 BG Request 
From: jbirdsaway2@gmail.com 
To: joyridecp@msn.com; 
webmaster@93rdbombardmentgroup.com 
 
Hello, my name is Scott St.Aubin.  My great uncle 
George McNulty served with the 2nd Air Division, the 8th 
Army-Air Corp., and the 93rd Bomb Group and was a 
nose gunner on the Liberator B24 on an airplane named 
"Coo Coo and the Crew."  I am interested in finding out 
of any of the crew of "Kerler Crew" are still with us, and if 

so, I'd be interested in getting in touch with anyone that 
was on that crew depicted in this photograph: 
http://www.93rdbombardmentgroup.com/crewphotos6.ht
ml.  I am currently in Afghanistan as a Aeromedical 
Evacuation Helicopter Pilot with C Co 1-168 GSAB, and 
I fly every combat mission with my great uncle's 
personal log book he flew with over Germany.  He 
passed in 2000, but I'd just love to have a chance to 
meet anyone that flew with him in the war... even if they 
weren't on his airplane, but knew him.  Thanks! 
CW2 Scott St.Aubin 
DUSTOFF!  

http://www.93rdbombardmentgroup.com/crewphotos6.html
http://www.93rdbombardmentgroup.com/crewphotos6.html
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To: joyridecp@msn.com; 
webmaster@93rdbombardmentgroup.com 
Subject: 93rd BG Request 
From: onyxsax@aol.com 
Date: Thu, 14 Nov 2013 17:54:21 -0500 
Dear 93rd BG, 
 
I am a volunteer historian with the Maryland National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission in Montgomery 
County, MD, just outside of Washington, D.C.   I have 
been researching the crash of a Capital Airlines DC-3 
that occurred on June 22, 1957 on a routine training 
flight.   The accident took the lives of the instructor pilot 
and two first officers who were training to upgrade to 
captains.  The spot where the crash occurred is now on 
land that is part of Little Bennett Regional Park in 
Clarksburg, MD, and we are looking to erect a memorial 
on the spot, hence the park's interest in this incident.  
One of the trainee pilots killed was Henry A. Podgurski.   
We know that Podgurski was initially in the RCAF before 
transferring to the AAF and the 93rd BG / 409 BS.   We 
are also aware of the story of the Liberty Lad on the 
Ploesti Mission where he was Kenton McFarland's co-
pilot.   What we are looking for is additional information 
about his time in the 93rd...other missions, any photos, 
etc.    
 
I have been in contact with the Podgurski family, 
including his widow, who is still with us at 93 years old 
and regularly correspond with one of his grandsons.   
They are also interested in finding out more about his 

service during World War II.    I do know that he was 
close friends with "Morty" Mordavancey, the navigator on 
the Liberty Lad and also an RCAF veteran.   I've been in 
contact with Mordavancey's nephew and if there is 
additional information available regarding Mordavancey, 
that would be appreciated as well.   The one mystery we 
are trying to unravel is that Morty had a photo album of 
his time with the 93rd.   Mordavancey's family (Morty 
died in the early 1980s)  indicates it was given to 
Podgurski's widow after the accident and they never got 
it back.   Podgurski says she did give it back.   I'm 
wondering if it ended up in someone else's hands and it 
made its way to someone attached to the 93rd.  
 
I do plan on going through the various newsletters for 
information and pictures, but if you have anything 
additional, it would be greatly appreciated not only by 
myself, but by the families as well. 
 
Regards, 
 
David Cohen 
24051 Newbury Road 
Gaithersburg, MD  20882 
301-807-8335 
onyxsax@aol.com 
 
P.S. - Podgurski went on to fly CB-24s  / C-87s with the 
27th ATG and then went to the Pacific to fly B-24s with 
the 494th.  If you have any contacts for either of these 
groups, that would be great!

 
 

 

More Photos From the Hartford Reunion! 
 

 
 
 

The Post Exchange (PX) Report 
 

We had a very successful PX weekend at your October Bomb Group Ass’n Reunion in Hartford, CT.   Attendees bought 
books, travel mugs, puzzles, B-24 kits, sun catchers, bomber shirts, coffee mugs and 22 of the brand new B-24 Liberator 
tee shirt.   The Silent Auction was also a success!  Profits from both the PX and the Silent Auction go to 93

rd
 BG charitable 

& educational projects. 
 
ANNOUNCING 2

nd
 generation Bill Sargent as your new PX manager.  Join me in giving Bill a very warm welcome!   Be 

sure to check out the PX page on our 93
rd

 BG website and the Ball of Fire to see the array of products offered. 
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Your Post Exchange (PX) Order Form 
CAPS & VISORS               Qty 1 Qty 2 
Navy Blue with embroidered B-24, 93

rd
 BG  

& Ted’s Travelling Circus on adjustable strap     $24 $45 
 
Khaki with “Ball of Fire III” B-24 plus 93

rd
 BG    $19 $35  

& Ted’s Travelling Circus on adjustable strap 
 
Visors w embroidered 93

rd
 BG and three gold 

 victory stars – choose white or navy blue     $16 $30 
 
COFFEE & THERMAL TRAVEL MUGS 
4)  Ceramic Coffee mugs with 93

rd
 blue shield     $15 $28 

5)  Stainless Steel Travel Mugs with B-24 medallion  $22 $42 
                       (NEW and very nice!) 
 
PUZZLES 
Jigsaw puzzles with colorful “Ball of Fire III” B-24  
 on mission over Ploesti oil field. Comes with stand.    $22 $42 
                (These are customized exclusively for the 93

rd
) 

 
SUNCATCHER 
93

rd
 BG Replica of Memorial stained glass window  

 at Mighty 8
th
 Museum Chapel – with suction cup   $14 $25 

 
BOOKS by 93

rd
 BG Authors 

 Ted’s Travelling Circus by Cal Stewart (member price) $69.95   $134.00 
 
 Ploesti by Cal Stewart and James Dugan (See 93

rd
 Web site & Amazon) 

 
 Above the Clouds by Wayne Baker   $24.95  $47.50 
 
 Lucky Ears The True Story of Ben Kuroki  $13 $24 
 *** Limited autographed edition! Order today! *** 
 
NEW!!  Forever Twenty by Nicholas Timmer   $21.95 $42.00 
    
DVD’S  
NEW!! – Ploesti Summit 5 Disc set with Bonus DVD of Vet’s panel on the way it was. This set is a must for your library.   
   Member price ($35 + $5 shipping).  Non member price ($55 + $5 shipping) 
   (Discount on purchase of three or more. Contact PX for more info) 
 
***All product prices include handling and shipping charges *** 
 
Pay by check or money to the 93

rd
 BG order with the Coupon below.  Pay by PayPal on 93BG website by using the 

Donation Tab in the Membership section.   Then mail or fax the Coupon to PX Mgr Jim Guddal to complete the order.  
Thank you! 
 
Item purchased                             Qty     X     Price each     =     $ Total  
1.              
2.              
3.              
4.              
 
                     Grand Total  ______________ 
 
Mail orders to:   Jim Guddal, 93

rd
 BG PX 

                          P O Box 47336 
                          Plymouth MN 55447 
Or Fax your order to: 763.694.9065 
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93rd BG BALL OF FIRE QUARTERLY EXPRESS SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE – STARTING IN 2010, MEMBERSHIP WAS CHANGED TO A CALENDAR YEAR BASIS 

 

  

Name_____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________       Year  2013   

 

City ________________________Zip _____________ 

 

Phone Number______________________ Email Address_____________________________ 

 

Connection to the 93rd BG: 

 

Name of 93rd veteran ______________________________________ Rank _____________                                                        

 

Squadron __________ Time period in Service: ______ 19_____to_____ 19_____                                       

 

Airplane Name(s)__________________________ Pilot(s) _________________________ 

 

Comments ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________Thanks! 

   (use back side for more info) 

Annual Membership (2013 only)         $25 $________ 

2 year discount rate (2013 & 2014)    $45 $________ 

Child or grandchild spec’l(2013 only) $20 $________      

Tax deductible Donation                   $________    The 93rd is a 501(c)(3) 

          Organization. 

                 GRAND TOTAL              $________  

 
  ***   ___ Please MAIL newsletter      ___ Please E-MAIL newsletter  *** 

 

 
Make checks payable to: 93rd BOMB GROUP     (Also pay by PayPal thru the  

    93rd Bomb Group website) 

 

Mail to: Jim Guddal                 KEEP OUR HISTORY ALIVE!  Consider a                     

         93rd BG                     membership for a friend or family member.  

         P.O. Box 47336             (Make a copy of this form for additional  

         Plymouth, MN 55447         memberships.  Thank you!) 

 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The PX: We have in stock, coffee & tvl mugs, caps with B-24 image, visors, BOF 
III B-24 puzzles, Memorial Window Sun catcher replicas, books & Ploesti DVDs. Go 

to the PX page in the BOF for ordering information or contact Jim Guddal-

“jguddal@yahoo.com”  

 

 

 


